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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
________________________________________________________________________

Trails and greenways provide a multitude of benefits for a community. From an
economic perspective, trails foster development in the form of job attraction, tourism, and
increased property values. Trails can also be a part of an urban redevelopment process as
they offer a low-cost, close to home opportunity for recreation. The development of
bicycle and pedestrian routes throughout the Township of Livingston will provide
educational opportunities by connecting historic and cultural landscapes. These routes
will also contribute to a healthy lifestyle – improving physical, mental, and emotional
well-being for the residents of the Township.
Trails provide alternatives for commuting and other travel while at the same time
fostering an appreciation of the natural environment. The development of a trails and
greenway system will complement the conservation and preservation efforts currently
underway in the Township and will result in improved air and water quality, and a
healthy habitat for wildlife. Trails also provide opportunities for increased leisure time
that will enhance the quality of life for Township residents.
This plan includes a description of the Township’s cultural, natural and recreational
resources. Building upon the existing sidewalk infrastructure and recreational facilities in
the Township, the trails and greenway system focuses on connecting people to parks,
schools, shopping centers, and local businesses. The Township distributed a survey to
residents inquiring as to the purpose and structure of a local trail system and a regional
forum was hosted by the Trails and Greenway Committee to discuss the developing trails
system with neighboring communities to connect Livingston to regional resources.
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VISION STATEMENT

The Livingston Trails and Greenways Plan will promote safe, non-motorized travel,
healthy lifestyles, and the protection of open space and greenways by proposing a
system of local and regional trails that connect parks, neighborhoods, schools,
shopping areas and neighboring towns.

By making trails and waterways accessible to the community and by providing signage
about points of interest, the Plan will encourage respect for and enjoyment of the
natural, historical, and recreational facilities in our region.

The Trails and Greenways Plan will be aligned with the goals and priorities of the
Livingston Environmental Commission, the Livingston Open Space Committee, and
the Business Improvement District's efforts to make the Township of Livingston
bicycle and pedestrian friendly.

- The Township of Livingston Trails and Greenways Committee
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INTRODUCTION TO LIVINGSTON
________________________________________________________________________

The Township of Livingston is located along the central western edge of Essex County,
New Jersey. The municipality was founded in 1813 by the joining of seven hamlets and
today comprises a total of 14.1 square miles, of which 0.2 square miles are surface water.
According to the 2000 Census, Livingston is home to 27,391 permanent residents, with a
housing density of 681.2 units per square mile and is predominantly a single family
residential community.
Livingston’s entire western border is formed by the Passaic River, one of New Jersey’s
most historic rivers. This 80 mile long river runs from Mendham Township in Morris
County to the Newark Bay. In Livingston the Passaic River provides wonderful
recreation opportunities for Livingston residents to kayak, fish, and bird watch. On the
opposite shore from Livingston are East Hanover Township and Florham Park Borough.
A large portion of the land along the Passaic River in Livingston is public park land with
West Essex Park comprising the majority. The Cedar Hill Country Club also owns land
along the river south of Route 10 close to the reservoir owned by the New Jersey
American Water Company.
The city of East Orange owns 1,817 acres of watershed property, known as the East
Orange Water Reserve, which is maintained by the East Orange Water Commission.
This land extends from the southern portion of the Township into neighboring Millburn
Township. The portion of the watershed located within the Township is zoned as a Water
Resource Conservation District with park and recreation use permitted, but the owners
have not yet opened the property to the public. Meandering through the East Orange
Water Reserve and then northward through the center of Livingston is the Canoe Brook.
This Brook provides the foundation for a greenway along its banks and winding through
the community. Footbridges across the water have been proposed that will provide
residents with safe connections to nearby neighborhoods, shopping districts and schools.
Becker Park and the Walter Kidde Dinosaur Park is a shared resource located in northern
Livingston and Roseland Borough north of the Township. The South Mountain
Reservation, located in neighboring West Orange, Millburn and Maplewood Townships,
is a wonderful recreation amenity east of Livingston.
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Although the Township of Livingston is located between primary rail lines it does not
have direct access to rail transportation. Several major roadways traverse the Township
including Route 10, Eisenhower Parkway, JFK Parkway, Livingston Avenue, Northfield
Road and South Orange Avenue. Bus transportation is available for residents who wish
to take mass transit. Sheltered bus stops can be found along West Mount Pleasant
Avenue, South Livingston Avenue, East Northfield Road, Old Short Hills Road, Okner
Fields, and at the St. Barnabas Ambulatory Care Center. Benches are provided at the
Livingston Mall without covered shelters.
In addition to the Township of Livingston’s major roadways, the community is also home
to tree-lined streets, a vibrant downtown district, two county parks, and a rich diversity of
municipal parkland. The Lenape Trail winds its way through the Township connecting
the Essex County trail system to Morris County’s Patriots’ Path. The Lenape Trail is part
of the Liberty-Water Gap Trail, which will run from Liberty State Park in Jersey City to
the Delaware Water Gap.
A trails system that connects Livingston’s historic, cultural, and natural resources will
help build a healthy community. Utilizing the current sidewalk and street networks for
walking and bicycling across the Township can be achieved with little investment. A
network of multi-use trails would greatly benefit residents through increased recreation
opportunities, greater flexibility in transportation choices, and increased access to natural
areas.
The Trails and Greenways Plan is consistent with goals and objectives of the Township
Master Plan, Open Space and Recreation Plan, the draft Circulation Element, and other
policies within the Township. The Plan promotes the goals of resource protection as
outlined in the State Development and Redevelopment Plan – protection of historic,
cultural, and scenic resources, and natural systems. These goals are consistent with the
Essex County Open Space Plan to “land bank as much land as possible for future use or
conservation, develop active recreation sites, and acquire properties along streams and
rivers to establish greenways and linear parks” (Essex County Open Space Plan).
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GOALS OF THE TRAILS AND GREENWAYS PLAN
________________________________________________________________________

The Township completed their Open Space and Recreation Plan in February of 2003
building upon the groundswell of community support that established their local Open
Space Trust Fund. The Township’s Open Space Trust Fund currently brings in over
$270,000 per year and the Township has applied to and received funding from the New
Jersey Green Acres Planning Incentive Grant program for land preservation. The
Environmental Commission and Open Space Committee promoted the development of
the Trails and Greenways Plan to expand public use of municipal and county parks and
offer an alternative to automobiles for traveling through the Township.
The development, design, and construction of recreational trails involves input and
recommendations from the local community. A long-term goal of the Open Space
Committee has been to establish “greenways” in the Township to protect natural areas
and create quiet pathways and more active multiple-use trails for residents to enjoy.
The following goals are based upon the vision of the Trails and Greenways Committee,
objectives of the governing body, and comments from residents who attended the public
meetings held as part of the development of this Plan:
GOALS


To create a network of trails and pathways accessible to a variety of pedestrian and
non-motorized vehicle users that will link schools, recreational facilities, parks,
waterways, shopping, and areas of historic and cultural interest.



To provide connections with regional trail networks and neighboring municipalities.



To provide methods for the protection of environmentally sensitive areas and
thoughtful stewardship of public lands in the Township so they may enhance the
quality of life for the citizens of Livingston for generations.



To present a comprehensive description of available funding opportunities for trail
planning, engineering, development, education, acquisition, and maintenance.
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To take maximum advantage of grant opportunities and provide as much funding as
possible from outside sources for implementation of this Plan.



To offer a comprehensive approach to trail design and land preservation, balancing
recreation with conservation.



To include Township residents and surrounding communities in the design and
development of the trails and greenway system for the Township.



To develop a Plan that is consistent with the goals and objectives of the Master Plan,
the draft Circulation Element, Garden State Greenways, New Jersey Trails Plan, The
New Jersey State Development and Redevelopment Plan, and other planning
documents and policies within the Township.



To develop an action program to implement the recommendations of the Trails and
Greenways Plan.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
An integral part of the development of the Trails and Greenways Plan was the inclusion
of the public through surveys, public meetings and workshops. Residents enthusiastically
supported the development of a town-wide trail system and offered a variety of
recommendations and suggestions to establish a community-based network of bicycle
paths and walking trails. The Township of Livingston developed two surveys and hosted
four public meetings (including a regional workshop) as part of the development of this
Plan.
Survey:
Two surveys were developed as part of this Plan, the first was distributed in the early fall
at the Township Health Fair on September 30th and at the first public meeting on October
30th. It was also made available on the Township’s website and at the Town Hall.
Residents were asked a variety of questions focusing on the potential uses and needs for a
trail system in the Township of Livingston. A follow-up survey was developed in
December to prioritize goals and objectives for the trails program. It was distributed via
the Township’s website and publicized through the local newspaper. A copy of both
surveys and the subsequent analyses are included in the Appendix of this Plan.
October 30, 2006 Public Meeting:
The October 30, 2006 Public Workshop reinforced the community’s desire to develop a
trail system that includes a greenway element to connect existing parks and natural areas.
Ideas for improving trails in the Township ranged from broad concepts to site specific
recommendations. The public chose priorities by “voting” with stickers for their favorite
ideas. Creating safe bike and pedestrian routes throughout the town for school children,
seniors, and families was a top concern. Providing signage and provisions for

Township of Livingston Trails and Greenways Plan – July 2007

8

recreational activities such as cross country skiing, dog walking, and canoeing, were also
among the list of suggestions. A copy of the invitation, flyer and agenda are included in
the Appendix.
January 25, 2007 Regional Workshop:
On January 25, 2007 the Livingston Township Trails and Greenways Committee hosted a
regional workshop at the Livingston Senior Community Center. Mayors and Open Space
Committee members from surrounding towns, as well as representatives from statewide
organizations joined to discuss possible connections to Livingston’s trail network.
Proposed bicycle routes were developed to connect communities and discussion focused
on how to connect regional resources. New Jersey Conservation Foundation presented
Garden State Greenways mapping highlighting the linkages among communities
Participants agreed that regional partnerships are important for the success of trail
networks. Hopefully a dialogue will be continued to promote land conservation and the
development of a regional trail network. A copy of the invitation, agenda, sign in sheets,
and news article is included in the Appendix.
April 23, 2007 Public Meeting and
May 10, 2007 Trails and Greenways Committee meeting:
At their April 23rd meeting, the Township Council hosted a public meeting on the Trails
and Greenways Plan. The goal of this meeting was to gather comments on the draft plan
and maps. Approximately thirty people were in attendance and many of the questions
focused on the trails along Passaic Avenue near the East Orange Water Reserve
property. Several of the residents in attendance live along Passaic Avenue near its
intersection with South Orange Avenue and expressed concern about safety and increased
litter on private property. One resident also raised questions about possible health
concerns associated with trails located near the power line right of way. The Committee
explained that the Lenape Trail currently exists under the PSE&G power line right of
way. The resident also raised the concern of the potential risk of increased flooding from
Canoe Brook along the proposed Canoe Brook Greenway.
In addition to these comments, another resident expressed reservations about limiting onstreet parking in front of her house if a bicycle lane was established on her street. There
was discussion whether it would be a perceived “taking” of her property if roadways
were widened to accommodate the bicycle lanes. The mayor stressed that public
parklands would be used to create the trails and the Township Police and Engineers
Office would be involved in the ultimate placement of the walking and bicycle trails.
As a follow up to this meeting, the Trails and Greenways Committee held a meeting on
May 10th to continue the public input on the Trails and Greenways Plan. In addition to
members of the Committee, several residents came to the meeting to discuss the draft
Plan. Concerns raised by the members of the public focused primarily on the South
Orange Avenue – Passaic Avenue – Coventry Road – Parsonage Hill Road. The
comments shared with the Committee included opening up private backyards (those
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homes that border the East Orange Water Reserve property are isolated from the
community at large), security, increased risk of fires, maintenance of the trails, privacy,
and increased risk of accidents from between bicyclists and automobiles along the major
streets in this section of the Township. These concerns were also raised at the April 23rd
meeting.
The Committee listened to the comments and recommendations offered to them by the
public. As stated at the April 23rd public meeting the members of the Committee
reiterated that the goal of the Trails and Greenways Plan is to promote healthy activities
and lifestyle for Township residents. Based upon the public comments at both the April
23rd public meeting and the May 10th Committee meeting, the Trails and Greenway
Committee revised the Plan’s design by the following:
-

The Township will work with Essex County to increase signage identifying
public parks in Livingston;

-

The proposed walking and bicycling trail will be moved off West Hobart Gap
Road at the East Orange Water Reserve into the interior of the property to follow
the existing right-of-way approximately 100 feet east of the property’s edge
between West Hobart Gap Road and South Orange Avenue.

-

The proposed bicycling trail will be eliminated behind the private residences at
the corner of Passaic Avenue and South Orange Avenue. It will instead be located
along the roadways only.

-

The proposed bicycling trail will be eliminated behind the private residences
along Coventry Road and instead be located along Coventry Road and Goodhart
Drive.

-

The proposed bicycle trails will be extended along Passaic Avenue and South
Orange Avenues to continue into the neighboring towns.

The Trails and Greenways Committee agreed that all trails bordering private properties
along the East Orange Water Reserve will be walking only, bicycling will be limited to
the roadways. The Committee emphasized at both the public meeting and Committee
meeting that this Plan is conceptual and visionary in nature, and any trails or bicycle
paths will need approval of the East Orange Water Reserve, the Engineer’s Office,
Essex County and public safety officials. In addition the Committee agreed that any
trails designed in the Township would be sensitive to tree removal, wildlife habitat, and
flood storage/control.
July 11, 2007 Trails and Greenways Committee Meeting:
On July 11th, the Trails and Greenways Committee held an additional public meeting to
receive comments on the latest draft of the Trails and Greenways Plan. At this meeting
members of the public had the opportunity to voice their concerns and provide further
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input on the Plan. Many of the questions discussed at the April 23rd and May 10th
meetings were mentioned again. Most of these issues were raised from residents in the
Passaic Avenue neighborhood. New comments introduced by residents included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“The walking trails shown on the Map behind the homes on South Orange
Avenue and Passaic Avenue and Parsonage Hill Road place an excessive burden
on just a few homes.”
“The walking trails in this area are redundant and not necessary.”
“There are safety concerns for wildlife and pedestrians or bicyclists when they
encounter each other on the trails.”
“Is it worth the effort to build trails that will only be used a few days a year?”
“Has a feasibility study been completed?”
“Without a bicycle shop in the area, how will a flat tire or other repairs be done?”
“The Plan threatens protection of the hundreds of acres of wetlands and water
supply area in the East Orange Water Reserve which currently has restricted
access.”
“The Police Chief has stated that trails could not be patrolled.”
“The bicycle trails on Passaic Avenue are not shown in the Orth-Rodgers study
prepared for the Planning Board.”
“The trails sacrifice safety and security. Having a ‘share the road’ bike lane
would attract inexperienced riders to a busy roadway.”
One resident expressed that most of the community does not understand that the
trails are through neighborhoods and not limited to parks.
“Bike trails make people complacent about safety.”
“What are the stages of the plan?”
“There are other ways to use taxpayer money.”

The Committee listened to the comments of the residents and answered many of the
questions raised. In response to the concerns about safety and privacy and in response to
suggestions that individuals made for improving the Plan the Committee agreed to:
•
•

•
•

Eliminate the proposed walking trails behind the houses along the edge of the
East Orange Water Reserve on Passaic Avenue, South Orange Avenue and
Parsonage Hill Road.
Include within the first year of implementing the plan the action item to identify
and map alternative and existing walking trails in the East Orange Water Reserve,
bearing in mind that any option to creating a walking trail using the utility right of
way through the East Orange Water Reserve is preferred, rather than in other
areas near residences.
The Plan will state that every effort will be made by the Township to minimize
the removal of mature trees and private property will not be acquired through
eminent domain to create trails in Livingston.
The Committee recommends these concerns should be considered when
engineering, traffic, or feasibility studies are conducted.
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•
•

The Plan will be amended to reflect these changes and then will be received by
the Township Council and sent to the Planning Board for review and inclusion in
the Township Master Plan.
As funding becomes available through grants and other sources, the Township
will focus on implementing portions of the Plan. Prior to implementation, traffic,
engineering and feasibility studies will be conducted; which may result in further
changes to the Plan as a result of those studies.

Press releases covering the Trails and Greenways Plan are included within the Appendix.
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LIVINGSTON’S CULTURAL BACKGROUND
________________________________________________________________________

The Lenni Lenape Indians, also known to the European settlers as the Delaware Indians,
inhabited an area that stretched from Northern Delaware through Eastern Pennsylvania
and New Jersey into parts of New York. They were peaceful, spiritual people who
accepted the European settlers with open arms. The Lenape depended on agriculture
such as corn, squash and beans.1 In 1702, settlers from Newark purchased a tract of land
from the Lenni Lenape for 130 English pounds, which encompassed the areas known
today as Caldwell, Livingston and West Essex.2 The area of land resembled a horse’s
neck, which resulted in the naming of the region Horse Neck.
Controversy arose over the ownership of the land,
causing riots between settlers and the Crown of England
which were not settled until the American Revolution in
1776. Seven hamlets joined together and petitioned for
the formation of the Township of Livingston in 1811.
On February 5, 1813 the legislature adopted the merger
of the small villages of Centerville, Cheapside,
Morehousetown, Northfield, Squiretown, Teedtown, and
Washington Place. The new town was named after the
first Governor of New Jersey, William Livingston, who
had supported the settlers during the riots. (Pictured to
the left)
At the time the population of the area was about 100 people, mainly farmers, who
depended on lumbering and farming for income. During the Civil War shoemaking
became a major industry, but after the war the dairy business rose to the top.
Livingston’s milk delivery wagons made daily routes to markets in Orange and Newark.
These routes are still the town’s main arteries. The oldest route is thought to be
Northfield Road which is an extension of the Minisink Trail, used by the Lenni-Lenape
Indians. One of New Jersey’s first turnpikes (the Newark and Mount Pleasant Turnpike),
is known today as Route 10 or Mount Pleasant Avenue.
Livingston’s location between primary rail lines caused the area’s population to grow
slowly. From the 1820s – 1920, the population grew slightly from 1,000 to 1,500
residents. After the construction of hard surface highways, housing developments began
to sprout up quickly. Housing replaced farms and the area became a commuting suburb.
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Today the Township of Livingston has a population of almost 30,000 people. Livingston
residents enjoy easy access to New York City and have excellent schools, a wide array of
parks, shopping areas and local business centers.

1

2

A Brief Historical Analysis - www.lenapeindians.com/lenape_nations.htm
About Livingston - www.livingstonnj.org/aboutlivingston.htm
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LIVINGSTON’S NATURAL RESOURCES
______________________________________________________

Livingston is characterized by gently rolling hills and the streams and brooks that wind
through the community. The highest point in Livingston is 580 feet above sea level
located very near the West Orange boundary line south of Mount Pleasant Avenue. The
low point is located on the western edge of the municipality along the Passaic River.
Most of the town is developed as single family homes with fragments of remaining forest
scattered throughout. Larger areas of open space and woodlands can be found in the
parks spotted across the Township. Most of the large areas of open space are located in
wetland areas adjacent to rivers or streams or within the watershed land owned by the
City of East Orange. These open space lands provide habitat for wildlife, mitigate
flooding during periods of heavy rainfall and provide recharge areas and protection to the
region’s public water supply land.
Eight threatened or endangered species have been identified in the Township. Wood
Turtles, red headed woodpeckers, barred owls, bog turtles, great blue herons, red
shouldered hawks, bobcats, and timber rattlesnakes have been recorded within
Livingston’s borders. The main areas these species were spotted included the water
conservation land owned by the City of East Orange, Newark Academy, West Essex
Park, and East Hills Park.1
Freshwater streams, brooks, creeks, or rivers that are relatively remote provide the habitat
needed by wood turtles. Consequently, wood turtles are often found within streams
containing native brook trout. These tributaries are characteristically clean, free of litter,
and pollutants, and occur within undisturbed uplands such as fields, meadows, or forests.
Wetlands are a significant resource for the Township due to their functions in the
hydrologic cycle. They act as a filter for water as it percolates through their sediment and
into aquifers. This process ensures contaminates remain in closed areas where they can
be broken down by bacteria or absorbed by organic matter. Wetlands also help reduce
flooding by holding large volumes of water during periods of heavy rain. This works to
reduce property damage and protects rivers and lakes from erosion.
The residents of Livingston rely on both groundwater and surface water supplies for
drinking water. The aquifer that underlies the Township is at risk of contamination due
to pesticides, herbicides, oil, and road salt from surface runoff, and leaks from
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underground storage tanks. A number of zoning practices and subdivision controls exist
to protect groundwater supplies. Preservation of open space, low density cluster zoning,
and limiting impervious surfaces permit surface water to better recharge an aquifer.
Riparian buffers along waterways provide vegetation to absorb and filter contaminants
from runoff naturally. These buffers help counterbalance the negative impact of
impervious surfaces.
The New Jersey Department of Environmental protection has a stream encroachment
process which serves to control the impact of development in a stream. Preserving
floodplains in their natural state is essential to reducing future flooding problems. In the
Township of Livingston, the Passaic River, Slough Brook, Bear Brook, and Canoe Brook
warrant special attention.
1

Township of Livingston Open Space and Recreation Plan
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EXISTING TRAILS AND RECREATION FACILITIES
________________________________________________________________________

HIKING TRAILS/ PATHWAYS
The following list describes the outdoor areas and hiking trails in the Township of
Livingston and surrounding areas. These areas are inventoried geographically from the
western end of the Township to the eastern border, in a clockwise order. Much of this list
was compiled by the Livingston Environmental Commission and the Livingston Open
Space Trust Fund Committee in a publication, “Livingston’s Outdoor Treasures.” A
copy of the publication can be found at www.livingstonnj.org/outdoortreasures4-05.pdf.

LOCAL TRAILS
•

Cedar Ridge Trail
This nature/walking trail was created in 1971 through West Essex Park and
continuing onto the grounds of Newark Academy. The trail is on the north side of
South Orange Avenue along the Passaic River, where a bridge and part of a board
walk are visible. An interpretive brochure designed by the Livingston
Conservation Council is available at:
www.livingstonnj.org/cedartrail.pdf

•

Riker Hill Art Park
This 42 acre park is located in the northern part of the Township adjacent to
Becker Park. The area is a former U.S. Nike missile tracking base. Converted
army barracks are now occupied by artists, sculptors and craftsmen. This park
provides a unique opportunity for local artists to work together. There are trails
through the park that connect with Becker Park. The Walter Kidde Dinosaur Park
is adjacent to this area as well. A map including Riker Hill Art Park, Walter
Kidde Dinosaur Park and Becker Park can be found in Appendix A.

•

Okner Fields
Consisting of new athletic fields and recreational facilities including softball,
baseball, lacrosse and soccer fields, as well as a volleyball sand court, this park is
located off of Route 10. This new facility has parking and provides access to
adjacent West Essex Park. The Trails and Greenways Committee proposed a
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canoe launch at Okner Fields to provide a portage point and access to the Passaic
River.
•

Vere Terrace
Five wooded acres along the eastern bank of Canoe Brook near the intersection of
Livingston Avenue and Wilson Terrace. This area is included within the
proposed Canoe Brook Greenway.

•

Becker Park
Six acres of this 147 acre Essex County park are in Livingston, the remainder is
located in Roseland. There is access to the Lenape Trail which traverses the park.

•

Newark Academy
Carol Heaney Nature Trail located at Newark Academy, 91 South Orange
Avenue. This is a two mile marked trail complete with interpretive signs and
areas designated as outdoor classrooms. It is contiguous to West Essex Park. A
section of Newark Academy’s cross country trail extends into the County Park.
Newark Academy welcomes visitors to enjoy this trail any time school is not in
session. (Map in Appendix A)

•

Meadowbrook Park
Located between Meadowbrook Road and Burnet Hill School, this park includes a
walking pathway and a portion of Slough Brook.

•

West Essex Park
Comprised of over 320 acres of undeveloped County lands along the Passaic
River from South Orange Avenue to Route 10 and again from Okner Fields north
to the Roseland border. There is an access point to the Passaic River at South
Orange Avenue. The Park is managed by the Essex County Park Commission.

•

Prospect Park Hiking/Biking Trails
Located on Shrewsbury Drive, between East Mount Pleasant and Laurel Avenues,
this is a beautiful forested 29 acre park. A deep gorge has been carved out over
the years by a tributary of Canoe Brook. Hiking and biking trails have been
established throughout the park. Interpretive and handicapped accessible trails
and a new parking area are expected to be installed by the summer of 2007.
(Map in Appendix A)

•

Northland Park
Thirty acres of undeveloped woodland are part of the complex that is home to a
variety of recreational facilities. There are no established trails through the
wooded area.
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•

East Hills Park
A 55-acre wooded park located on Shrewsbury Drive between East Cedar Street
and East Mount Pleasant Avenue. Parking and portable toilet facilities are located
at this recreation site. (Map in Appendix A)
Dog Park
Established in 2003, there are two fenced-in areas, one for small dogs 25 lbs.
or less and a larger area for dogs of all sizes. Annual Dog Park passes are
available from the Health Department. (www.livingstondogpark.com for more
information)
Fitness Trail
A 1 ½ mile Fitness Trail traverses through the natural wooded area of the
park, on a primarily dry wood chipped path. This course is designed to
develop total fitness by combining cardiovascular conditioning, flexibility and
muscle tone. The trail has 20 exercise stations including 32 exercises. Dogs
are permitted on this trail, but must be kept on a leash.

•

Woods at Maple Avenue
A variety of trails exist across Canoe Brook connecting the neighborhoods off of
West Oakwood Avenue, Balmoral Drive, Dougal Avenue, South Baums Court
and Lee Road.

•

Memorial Park
Livingston Nature Preserve
In 1976, ten acres of Memorial Park, which remain in nearly natural
condition, were set aside by the Township Council as a nature preserve. A ¼
mile interpretive trail begins at Littell’s Pond along Slough Brook and
traverses through the wooded area located behind the High School athletic
fields. Slough, pronounced slew is a remnant of an old marsh that is a small
pond during rainy seasons, but is usually dry during the summer months. This
path can be wet at times so appropriate footwear is a must. There is a small
amphitheater in the area where the hill was hollowed out for a police target
range in the past as well as a boulder field which was formed by glacial
activity. The Livingston High School Cross Country team uses part of this
trail for its meets. The Livingston Environmental Commission and the
Livingston Conservation Council have produced A Guided Walk through the
Livingston Nature Preserve to help users enjoy this wooded park.
Littell’s Pond
Located behind the High School, Littel’s Pond is a pleasant place to relax, fish
or ice skate. Skating is allowed when there is 3 1/2 inches or more of ice. The
Pond has recently been refurbished and a new gazebo is available for all to
enjoy.
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9-11 Living Memorial Garden
This area is located near the gazebo and on seven sides of this octagonalshaped garden is a memorial to the seven Livingston residents who lost their
lives on September 11, 2001 at the World Trade Center. The eighth side
represents others who died that day.
Madonna Woods
Trails wind through 15 acres of wooded parkland near Madonna Drive and
Winchester Road.
•

Livingston Historic Trail
This trail is a 4.2 mile self-guided walking or motor tour of Livingston’s Historic
resources. The majority of the trail loop includes much of Livingston Avenue,
West Northfield Road and Hillside Avenue. A map and detailed description of
the 21 points of interest along the way can be found in Appendix A of this Plan.
The trail loop is designated on the Township of Livingston’s Trails Map included
within this Plan in a peach color.

•

Livingston Historic Hike (Troop 16)
This trail is a ten mile loop that includes and expands the Livingston Historic
Trail. The hike begins at the headquarters of the Livingston Historic Society on
South Livingston Avenue. A detailed guide can be found in Appendix B of this
plan. This trail route is designated on the Township of Livingston’s Trails Map in
a brown color.

REGIONAL TRAIL CONNECTIONS
•

Lenape Trail (Yellow Blazes)
The Essex County Lenape Trail extends from downtown Newark to the Essex
County Environmental Center in Roseland. This trail was created by the Essex
County Park Commission and the Sierra Club in the 1980s. The trail passes
through 13 towns in Essex County as well as over 20 County and municipal
parks. Much of this trail through Livingston follows the PSE&G Right of Way
(ROW) on the north side of town. One ROW is adjacent to Prospect Park the
other connects the trail to Becker Park (in Livingston and Roseland). The Lenape
Trail connects to the Morris County Patriots’ Path and will be a link in the 150
mile Liberty Water Gap Trail. This trail will cross the state from the Hudson
River waterfront in Liberty State Park, Jersey City to the Delaware Water Gap in
Warren County. A map is available in Appendix C of this Plan.
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OTHER NEARBY FACILITIES
•

Eagle Rock Reservation
The reservation covers 408 acres of undeveloped, wooded land located in Verona,
Montclair, and West Orange. It is predominantly a red oak forest, and hosts a
wide range of flora and fauna including a unique red maple wetland in the
northern section of the reservation. It is laced with hiking trails, bridle and
horseback riding paths, and picnic areas. Lookout Point provides unrivaled views
of the New York skyline.
www.eaglerockreservation.org

•

Essex County Environmental Center
The Essex County Environmental Center is dedicated to creating awareness,
understanding and appreciation of the environment and its relationship to Essex
County residents. It also promotes environmental sustainability and encourages
individuals and communities to live responsible lifestyles that minimally
compromise the earth’s resources planning for the future of Essex County.
www.essex-countynj.org/p/index.php?section=env/o

•

Frelinghuysen Arboretum
This 127-acre arboretum, located along Hanover Avenue in Morris Township,
Morris County, offers the visitor a wide collection of woody trees and shrubs
cultivated and labeled for educational and scientific purposes. The Frelinghuysen
Arboretum is also a regional center for horticultural activities, including
educational programs, special tours, group tours, special events, and a
comprehensive collection of botanical literature.
http://parks.morris.nj.us/aspparks/frelarbmain.asp

•

Greenwood Gardens
This 28-acre garden is located at 247 Old Short Hills Road in Short Hills. As of
2003, Greenwood Gardens became a nonprofit organization open to and
supported by the public. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places,
Greenwood Gardens is also a center for the study of nature and conservation. It
offers its visitors an elegant combination of formal gardens, open meadows,
woodlands, and pastures.
www.greenwoodgardens.org

•

Mills Reservation
This 157-acre reservation is located at the intersection of Normal Avenue and
Reservoir Drive in Cedar Grove, adjacent to Montclair’s Mountainside Park. The
only development on this land is a small parking area and a system of walking
trails that gives the public access to the interior and to the scenic lookout at
Quarry Point. Mills Reservation is known among bird watchers as a great area to
spot migratory birds.
www.essex-countynj.org/p/index.php?section=parks/sites/mi
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•

Montclair Hawk Watch
Nestled atop a 500-foot basalt ledge on a ridge known as the First Watchung
Mountain, this New Jersey Audubon sanctuary is a stone-filled lookout platform
from where to watch the Hawks in flight. It is open to the public September
through November.
www.njaudubon.org/sites/hwmont.html

•

Reeves Reed Arboretum
Listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places, this arboretum is an
educational conservancy promoting the awareness of the natural environment.
Trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants are conserved and identified in their natural
settings for study and appreciation. Also on display in the arboretum are native
flora, new plant introductions and unusual specimens.
www.reeves-reedarboretum.org

•

South Mountain Reservation
Largest of the Essex County Park System’s Reservations, covering an impressive
2,047 acres in the central section of Essex County, South Mountain Reservation
extends through the municipalities of West Orange, Maplewood, and Millburn.
Established in 1895, the reservation has been preserved primarily in its wild state.
It offers 19 miles of hiking trails of varying difficulty, and 27 miles of carriage
roads for jogging, horseback riding, and cross-country skiing. The reservation is
home to the Richard J. Codey Arena, containing two indoors ice skating rinks,
and to the Turtle Back Zoo. While South Mountain Reservation boasts great
vistas and places of historical significance, like the Washington Rock Lookout
Historic Site, one can also enjoy fishing at Diamond Mill Pond and picnicking at
the ten accommodated picnic areas throughout the Reservation.
www.essex-countynj.org/p/index.php?section=parks/sites/so

•

Turtle Back Zoo
Turtle Back Zoo located at 560 Northfield Avenue in West Orange is considered
one of New Jersey’s prime zoological resources, finely balancing education and
recreation. Combining a park-like setting with amenities that cater to visitor and
animal comfort, the zoo is committed to providing an enriching recreational
experience that fosters excellence in wildlife education and conservation. The
Zoo is open daily, see website for details.
www.turtlebackzoo.com

•

Watchung Reservation
The reservation is a 2,000-acre Union County Park, and its Trailside Nature and
Science Center is located at 452 New Providence Road in Mountainside. There
are a number of hiking trails throughout the park, some better marked than others.
Within the reservation, Lake Surprise is a major fishing area, and the grass field
around the visitors' center is frequently used for barbecue, Frisbee, volleyball and
other sports.
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MUNICIPAL RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
A system of small, local parks that are close to neighborhoods and residential areas in
Livingston is another component of an open space infrastructure that contributes toward
the quality of life in a community. Many of these parks contain recreation facilities, such
as benches, picnic tables, playgrounds or ball fields. Others may only have a walking
path through the property. Small neighborhood parks are meeting places for neighbors.
A system of natural areas and parks within walking distance from residents’ homes is an
important investment in the future of the municipality. When people have easy access to
nature and the outdoor environment, they learn about and appreciate the natural
landscape surrounding them. The more people learn to appreciate the outdoors, the more
likely they will be to continue to support the preservation of natural areas.
Active recreation facilities are also an important component of building a strong
community. In an effort to accommodate all citizens of Livingston, major renovations
have been made to some recreational facilities to accommodate people with physical
disabilities.1 The attached chart lists the recreational facilities in Livingston.
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Women's

Men or
Women

Baseball

Baseball

Soccer/LAX

Soccer/LAX

Soccer/LAX

Football

Football

Tennis

Facilities
Burnet Hill
Collins School
Harrison School
Heritage Middle
School

Softball

Softball

Full

Little League

Full

Short Sided

Small

Full

Short

Courts

Hillside School
Livingston High
School
Meadowbrook
Memorial Park

1

1 - Practice

Shuffleboard

Bocce

2

2

2

1

1

1 - *g

1 Spring

1 - *b

Basketball

1

2 - Practice

2

Volleyball

1 Fall
1

2 Spring-*c

1 Spring-*c

2 Fall

3 Fall-*e

6

1 - *b

1 Turf

1

2
1

1

1 Spring

6

2 Fall

Monmouth Court
1 - Tee ball
Mt Pleasant School
3 Spring
National Little
1 full and
League Fields
1 combo
3
Northland Park
5
Okner Fields
1 - *h
1 - *h
Riker Hill School
1 - *a
Senior Community
Center
St Philomena’s
1 - *i
*a 2 Softball fields cannot be used at the same time
*b both fields cannot be used at the same time
*c Soccer cannot be used when playing softball
*d Soccer cannot be used when playing baseball
*e Baseball cannot be used when playing soccer
*f Softball cannot be used when playing soccer
*g Soccer or softball cannot be used when playing football
*h Baseball or Softball cannot be used when playing soccer or LAX
*i Softball or small baseball - combo field
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2 Fall

1 Fall

1 Fall

1 Basin
2 - *h

4

1 - *h

1

1

1
2

1 - *f

1 - *g
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ADDITIONAL RECREATION FACILITIES
Jogging: Brian McGoff Memorial Jogging Track is located on the Oval in Memorial Park.
Swimming:
-Northland Pool -- located on Jefferson Court off Congressional Parkway. This
facility has a pool lift and is handicapped accessible.
-Mervyn V.T. Haines Pool -- Located on Wahler Road near the High School.
Tennis Court Facilities:
-Memorial Park -- 6 courts
-Heritage Middle School -- 6 courts
-Northland Park -- 4 courts
Playgrounds:
-Littell People’s Park
-Grand Terrace Playground
-Senior Community Center
-Little Sport Court at Monmouth Court
-Northland Park
-Elementary schools – The Township’s elementary schools all include a
playground.
1

Livingston Recreation Online - www.livingstonnj.com
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A REGIONAL AND LOCAL TRAIL SYSTEM FOR
LIVINGSTON
________________________________________________________________________

DESTINATION POINTS
As part of the Trails and Greenway Plan, the Livingston Trails and Greenway Committee
identified seventeen specific points of interest throughout the community that residents
utilize frequently. These sites include parks, community centers, schools, and other civic
facilities. Currently these destinations are mainly accessible by automobile. Developing
pedestrian and bicycle amenities that connect these points will provide the community
with an alternative that is both healthy and environmentally friendly. The following
destination points are identified on the Trails Map as:
1. Library
2. YMCA
3. Monmouth Court Community Center
4. Northfield Center
5. Livingston Senior/ Community Center
6. Municipal Complex
7. Livingston Mall
8. Regency Club at Livingston
9. The Fairways
10. The Villas
11. The Pointe
12. St. Barnabas Hospital
13. Livingston Town Center
14. Newark Academy
15. JCC Metrowest
16. Walter Kidde Dinosaur Park
17. Mt. Pleasant Post Office
The identified points of interest inspired the location of proposed bicycle and walking
routes throughout the Township. These new trails are meant to serve multiple functions,
both recreational and practical. Existing sidewalks and pathways will be utilized as part
of these designated routes.
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WALKING ROUTES
Foot trails generally support the following uses; hiking (recreational walking where the
journey is more important than the destination), walking and jogging (fitness), observing
nature, utilitarian trips, or a combination of these. These trails can be natural or hard
surface and may vary in width. In the Township of Livingston many neighborhood
streets have sidewalks or are quiet enough where walking along the street does not pose
constant danger and can be safely incorporated into a trails walking and bicycling
network. Many destinations within Livingston can easily be reached on foot. By
encouraging residents to travel on foot to local destinations instead of by car, traffic can
be reduced while at the same time improving the community’s health. Providing a safe
and convenient alternative to the automobile can be achieved by the improvement of the
existing sidewalk infrastructure and developing pedestrian connections in areas that have
become isolated.
Since most of the Township is developed as suburban neighborhoods most foot traffic
travel is on urban sidewalk as opposed to natural trails. The Township of Livingston’s
Circulation Study determined that pedestrian facilities in the Township are “often
substandard,” existing sidewalks are typically uneven asphalt with many sections 3-3.5
feet in width.1 Asphalt sidewalks should be replaced with concrete or comparable
material, at a minimum of 4 feet, ideally 5 feet in width.2 Sidewalks should be installed
on key arterial roadways and in high pedestrian traffic areas where there are incomplete
pedestrian facilities. Focus should be placed around key destination points where there is
regular pedestrian activity.
The proposed walking route along South Livingston Avenue will provide pedestrian
access to the business improvement district and destination points in the area. Pedestrian
routes along other major roadways such as JFK Parkway and South Orange Avenue will
provide scenic routes with a fitness focus. Designated pedestrian routes through
neighborhoods offer residents connections to parks and schools. Pathways through
Chestnut Hill will connect surrounding areas to Fordham Park and adjacent St. Barnabas
Hospital. Pedestrian routes surrounding Collins Estates will link Martin Woods to
Collins School as well as join the Woods at Maple Avenue to the Cedar Street Commons
Senior Center and East Hills Park.
A connection between the two sections of Prospect Park will allow residents to travel on
foot to access existing trails. This area is also an access point for the regional Lenape
Trail which can be taken westward to Becker Park or eastward to West Orange.
Improving the pedestrian realm in Becker Park will connect walkers to Northland Park,
Riker Hill Art Park, and Riker Hill School and will greatly benefit the residents of the
Riker Hill neighborhood. These walking routes also will provide connections to West
Northfield Road, West Essex Park, and the proposed multi-use Powerway Trail.
Between West Essex Park and the recreation facilities at Okner Fields, a connection
along the Passaic River will allow convenient access to the Cedar Ridge Trail. This
walkable route will be scenic as it follows the beautiful landscape of the river. A walking
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route link from the Cedar Ridge Trail area to Eisenhower Park will create a connection to
Heritage Middle School and the surrounding neighborhood. These local walking routes
will encourage foot travel within the community as well as link to a developing multi-use
regional trail network. Proposed walking trails will improve the function of existing
trails in the community and will aim to complete gaps in the pedestrian network.
A walking trail along the western edge of the East Orange Water Reserve will connect
West Hobart Gap Road to South Orange Avenue in the Township. A series of multi-use
trails are proposed along roadway edges of the Water Reserve and are discussed later in
this section.
INTERSECTIONS
Intersection improvements are necessary where proposed pedestrian paths enter
dangerous automobile areas. Curb ramps and timed crossing signals with ADA
accessible push buttons should be amenities at all of these intersections as well as high
visibility crosswalks with either reflective white strips or textured walking zones. Within
the Township of Livingston nine major intersections have been identified by the Trails
and Greenways committee as Crossing Improvement Areas. These areas should be
assessed professionally on whether improvements are necessary or practical at the
locations.
Proposed Crossing Improvement Areas
1. The intersection of Mount Pleasant Avenue and Shrewsbury Drive.
2. The entrance of Gateway North Park at Shrewsbury Drive.
3. The entrance of East Hills Park at Shrewsbury Drive.
4. The intersection of Eisenhower Parkway and North Hillside Avenue.
5. The intersection of Eisenhower Parkway and Beaufort Avenue.
6. The intersection of Route 10 and proposed Powerway Trail.
7. The intersection of Walnut Street and Eisenhower Parkway.
8. The entrance of the Livingston Senior/Community Center at Hillside Avenue.
9. The intersection of West Northfield Avenue south of Eisenhower Park.
10. The intersection of the proposed multi-use trail within the East Orange Water
Reserve and South Orange Avenue.
While it should be noted that pedestrians should take care to cross at designated
crosswalks, crossing improvements should also be considered where trails cross the
following streets:
North Livingston Avenue
South Livingston Avenue
South Orange Avenue
JFK Parkway
East Northfield Road
West Northfield Road
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BICYCLE ROUTES
Bicycle routes can be long distance trails on a separate right-of-way, short segments of
loops within parks, or shared roadway with automobile traffic. Bicyclists range from
families with young children to experienced riders who travel long distances regularly.
Bicycling does not have to be a strenuous activity if the route conditions are favorable
and there are mild grade changes. Usually skateboarding and rollerblading are included
with the bicycling user group because their needs are similar in nature.
Several major roadways traverse the Township of Livingston. Some of these roadways
are wide enough to sustain shared road/bicycle traffic. Designated bicycle lanes should
be developed where feasible in order to accommodate more users who would not
otherwise feel comfortable riding alongside cars and trucks. Converting sections of
excessively wide driving lanes into designated bicycle lanes will offer a safe space for
cyclists while at the same time slowing speeding automobile drivers. Bicycle network
recommendations fall within four different types of facilities: bike lanes, compatible
shoulders, shared roadways, and multi-use paths. Bike lanes should provide links
between residential areas and destination points such as employment and shopping
centers, commuter access points as well as schools and parks.
Proposed bicycle routes along major roadways will provide a healthier alternative to
driving for in town errands and regional destinations. Regional bicycle connections have
been proposed to connect Livingston to Chatham and Millburn through Passaic Avenue,
Parsonage Hill Road, and East Hobart Gap Road routes. A link between East and West
Hobart Gap Roads and the Collins Estates area can be made by Burnet Street and a
section of East Northfield Road. By riding northward into the neighborhood streets of
Collins Estates residents can easily access Town Hall, the YMCA, Collins School, and
the Woods at Maple Avenue via a proposed bikeway route. The existing bikeway located
at Memorial Park and the Livingston High School will be extended into the surrounding
neighborhoods to form connections to other routes in town. A section of this route will
join with Belmont Drive which will provide a link eastward eventually meeting up with
East Cedar Street.
Accommodating bicycling on East Cedar Street is important because cyclists can travel
between the Livingston Town Center and East Hills Park without having to venture onto
Mount Pleasant Avenue which currently is not bicycle friendly. There may need to be
restrictions on parking along narrow streets, such as East Cedar Street, if they are to have
bicycle routes. Vere Terrace Park is also accessible by taking this route as it winds
through the Broadlawn neighborhood. Shrewsbury Drive will be an excellent location for
a bikeway as it passes two separate parks in town that both have walking trails (East Hills
Park and Prospect Park). Shrewsbury Drive also meets up with Laurel Avenue which
serves as a regional connector to Roseland. The use of bicycle connectors, such as Laurel
Avenue, is also dependent upon there being bicycle-friendly improvements made to that
road.
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A bikeway through the Cherry Hill section along East McClellan Avenue will link the
Prospect Park area with Northland Park, Becker Park, and Riker Hill Art Park. Bicycle
routes will travel through Northland Park and join with North Hillside Avenue where
cyclists can ride westward to meet the proposed Multi-Use Powerway Trail or head south
towards West Mount Pleasant Avenue.
Designation of bikeways around Newark Academy and Kushner Academy will
encourage students to ride to and from school. Students that live in Chatham Borough
would be able to ride to school as it is only one mile from the Livingston border.
Encouraging students from across the community to bike to school would eliminate
excess school traffic during morning and afternoon rush periods.
MULTI-USE TRAILS
Multi-use trails by definition are facilities designed to be used by pedestrians, bicyclists,
and sometimes even user groups such as cross-country skiers, in-line skaters, and
equestrians. Popularity of multi-use trails is increasing throughout the country. In some
cases heavily used multi-use trails can be difficult to manage since each user group has
conflicting interests. Even with the management challenges multi-use trail provide great
opportunities for a community and can serve as excellent regional connectors to
surrounding areas.
In the Township of Livingston there are several opportunities for developing multi-use
cinder trails. The East Orange Water Reserve land in the southern portion of the
municipality would be an excellent location for a potential multi-use trail network.
Developing cinder trails along South Orange Avenue and JFK Parkway off of the
roadway would provide connections for both pedestrians and bicyclists. Since these two
roadways are high speed and multi-lane, walking or bicycling on their shoulders is unsafe
and not practical. A multi-use trail located along the power line right-of-way, which
traverses the East Orange Water Reserve, is a potential opportunity to create an interior,
multi-use trail for residents to enjoy the quiet beauty of the Reserve.
PSE&G owns a right-of way in the Township that runs from the northern edge of West
Essex Park to the CIT Office Park located in the south western portion of the town.
Development of a multi-use trail (the proposed Powerway Trail) along this right-of way
would provide connections to regional and local destinations such as the Essex County
Environmental Center in Roseland, as well as connections to Chatham and Millburn. The
Lenape Trail which runs through the northern portion of the Township connects to the
Patriot Path in East Hanover which is multi-use in some areas.
Throughout the Township short multiuse trails have been formed between cul-de-sacs of
adjacent subdivisions. These types of linkages are important because they provide
shorter more efficient connections to schools, parks, and neighborhoods. Providing more
multi-use trails between disconnected roads would greatly improve the pedestrian and
bicycle circulation within the community.
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WATER TRAILS
Water Trails are trails where the predominant foundation is water. They are designed and
managed to accommodate water-based trail use and may include portage sections over
land that serve as connections. Usually these areas are mapped out with the intent of
creating an educational, scenic, or challenging experience for recreational canoeists and
kayakers3. Water trails or Blueways are similar to hiking trails as markers can guide trail
users through waterways which ideally include easy access to scenery and wildlife.
There has been an increase in water trail applications as well as an increase in
applications for new access points in the past few years.4
The Passaic River runs along the entire western border of the Township. The river can
be accessed from a boat ramp near the Columbia bridge off of South Orange Avenue as
well as a proposed canoe launch near Okner Fields. There is parking available nearby
each of the access points. Traveling south along the River will bring canoeists/kayakers
towards Millburn and Chatham, where additional portage points are located. There is an
existing portage point in the northern direction at the Essex County Environmental
Center.
In their natural state, stream corridors play an important role in a waterway’s ecology.
Stream corridors, which include the river’s floodplain, protect water quantity and quality,
control erosion and provide recreation opportunities. In a developed community such as
Livingston, a lack of adequate protection of stream corridors will potentially harm water
quality.
Vegetative buffers along streams slow the flow of storm water runoff into waterways.
Soils and vegetation filter contaminants from runoff and help prevent flooding. Stream
buffer, stream conservation districts, and land acquisition along the stream will provide
the necessary conditions for the river system to naturally cleanse and restore itself.
Presently, open space efforts at the state and local level are targeting protection of water
supplies. Livingston is in a good position to receive state funding to carry out acquisition
projects that would result in increased surface water quality.
Preservation along river corridors would bolster the waterways’ standing as a recreational
resource. A Blueway along the banks of the Passaic River would connect existing public
parkland, providing a continuous swath of natural lands and wildlife habitat. It would
also provide passive recreation opportunities for Livingston residents, a dedicated area
for nature study, and a buffer for the river from non-point sources of pollution.
Livingston’s waterways and their surrounding land could provide greenways with fishing
and boating access to wildlife observation.
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GREENWAYS
“Greenways allow us to treat land and water as a system, as interlocking pieces in a puzzle, not as isolated
entities.” – Ed McMohon, Director, American Greenways Program

A greenway is a corridor of protected land that may follow natural features, such as a
stream or ridge top, thereby protecting the desired natural resource value. Greenways can
also connect two or more preserved areas, increasing the access and promoting the health
of each. Greenways provide passive recreation opportunities, such as walking trails,
fishing access, and nature study/observation by bringing natural areas closer to people’s
homes. Greenways also provide wildlife habitat and wildlife migration corridors.
Greenways often have the effect of raising property values of surrounding lots, which can
be a way to help offset the cost of establishing the greenway. All of the amenities
provided by greenways are highly valued by citizens. Connecting preserved areas
through “greenways” would not only benefit residents but wildlife as well. Wildlife such
as the state threatened wood turtle depend on continuous habitat that can be provided
through linkage of Livingston’s park land, water reserve lands and privately owned open
spaces. Connected parkland would also be used for practical purposes. Greenways could
serve as transportation corridors for people heading to a park for a sporting event, or for a
picnic. Alternative access on foot or by bicycle to parks would help to abate traffic
congestion within the community.
Developing a system of greenways, parks, and trails that are consistent with the Garden
State Greenways and New Jersey Trails Plan concepts is a priority of the Township of
Livingston’s Trails Plan.
Creating linked corridors that connect people to parks and
wildlife to habitat will help to combat downstream flooding, prevent fragmented
landscapes and protect historic resources in the Township. A dialogue has been started
between Livingston and surrounding municipalities that will hopefully lead to a greater
regional network of greenways and trail connectors. Regional partnerships lead to
coordinated and comprehensive land conservation. Garden State Greenways identifies
hubs (larger areas of undeveloped land with important natural resource values) and linear
connectors between these hubs5. The Garden State Greenways Map produced by New
Jersey Conservation Foundation identifies the Canoe Brook and Bear Brook as
connectors. Land adjacent to the Passaic River that is not already preserved is also
designated as connectors. These areas have been designated on the Trails Map as
potential greenways. Land adjacent to Canoe Brook North of East Northfield Road
running northward parallel to Livingston Avenue to Mount Pleasant Avenue will be a
greenway with walking path access to connect residents to destination points along the
brook. Bear Brook has a few parcels of open space adjacent to its banks with potential
for formation of a greenway. A walking trail is proposed to be developed along the
Passaic River between Okner Fields and Cedar Hill Country Club in an area that is
designated as a potential connector on the Garden State Greenways Map. In a suburban
community developing greenway designations is an important planning tool as land
continues to be consumed by development.
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PHASED IMPLEMENTATION
The development and construction of Livingston Township’s Trail system is envisioned
in several stages, building upon existing trails, and utilizing local roadways and sidewalk
routes as connectors.
The top four trails and greenways priorities for the Township are listed in order below:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Implementation and preservation of the Canoe Brook Greenway.
Creation of a canoe launch at Okner Fields.
Striping bicycle lanes on Shrewsbury Drive and McClellan Avenue.
Developing the PSE&G right-of-way multi-use trail as part of the Powerway
Trail.

The Trails and Greenways Committee recommends that walking routes through the East
Orange Water Reserve be located either along the existing power line right-of-way, or
along trails which currently exist (but which are currently not open to the public) in the
Reserve. Also, prior to the formal establishment of new bicycle routes in the Township,
the Committee recommends that further engineering, traffic, and feasibility studies be
completed and shared with the public for their review.
Every effort will be made by the Township to minimize the removal of mature trees in
the creation of any trails in Livingston. Private property will not be acquired through
eminent domain to create trails in the Township.

1

Livingston Township Circulation Study – Essex County, New Jersey, completed by OR&A
Transportation Planners and Engineers, 810 Bear Tavern Road, West Trenton, NJ 08628. January 4, 2006.
page 61.
2
Livingston Township Circulation Study – Essex County, New Jersey, completed by OR&A
Transportation Planners and Engineers, 810 Bear Tavern Road, West Trenton, NJ 08628. January 4, 2006.
page 61.
3
NJ Trails Plan Update 2006. Types of Trails-Trail User Groups, RBA Group INC.
4
NJ Trails plan Update 2006. Trends Summary- Recreational Trails program Trends, RBA Group INC.
5
Garden State Greenways website - www.gardenstategreenways.org
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TRAIL DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND MANAGEMENT
______________________________________________________

The groundwork of trail construction begins once the use, surface type, and purpose is
decided and the location is identified on a map. These factors will influence how and
where a trail is built. Therefore it is important that they are realistic and will serve the
intended users. Trails do not always have to accommodate everyone. All trails will be
greatly enhanced by signage, which provides objective information about trail conditions.
This section provides an introduction to trail design, construction and management and
addresses critical issues such as water management, security, handicap access and
permits.

TRAIL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
Trail Scouting
The main objectives of scouting a trail are to:
• Verify control points (places of entry and exit) to determine if the mapped route is
feasible
• Find the best alignment that fits all objectives
• Identify natural features to enhance the user's experience
• Validate that the route is reasonable to construct and maintain
The trail locator must scout a property to find the best route to investigate the presence of
the following features:
• Gaps or passes
• Stream crossings
• Rock outcrops
• Known areas to avoid (threatened and endangered species, poor soils)
• Known features to include (scenic overlook, historic site).
There are a number of tools the trail locator needs in order to accurately mark the route as
it meanders between control points. Some of these tools are more necessary than others;
however a working knowledge of maps and compass reading is important. Some
suggested tools include:
• Clinometer –instrument used for measuring angles of slope-, compass, altimeter,
flagging of different colors, wire or wood stakes, roll-up pocket surveyor's pole,
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permanent marker to make notes on the flagging, field book, probe to check soil
depth to bedrock, maps, and perhaps a GPS (global positioning system) unit.
Scouting a trail is best done with two people. One person can walk ahead of the other to
look out for obstacles and the best possible route while the other records all data collected
using various tools. This individual can also “flag” the trail route.
(www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/fspubs)
Trail Development Expenses
Some of the potential costs for materials and permits, which may be required for trail
development, include:
• Trail design
• Trail signs and markers
• Trail surface materials
• Roadway improvements for bicycles such as bike lane striping, asphalt bicycle
stickers and storm drain covers compatible with bicycle tires
• Wooden gates when trails begin along and cross roadways
• Privacy fences when trails are located close to homes
• Construction tools and equipment
• Surface materials and professional labor as needed
• Expenses associated with a New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Freshwater Wetlands General Permit (See: Permit section below)
Designing Trails
• A trail should blend into natural surroundings by maintaining continuity and
regularity in the way it traverses the land.
• Cultural and historic features add dimensions to a trail design and should be
utilized.
• Trail design is a balance between beauty and function.
• The best time of year to conduct a trail layout is during the spring and fall, when
the leaves are off the trees and the ground is clear of ice and snow. It is also
beneficial to check a trail location throughout the year, to see if it possesses any
drainage problems.
• Parking facilities should be carefully planned along with trails.
• Vegetation in trail design can be used to channel and contain hiker traffic, slow
down trail erosion, protect from the weather, buffer and insulate hiking activities,
can be used to provide building material, and act as indications of soil
characteristics.
Formats for Trail Design
• Loop- popular for day-use trails because it enables easy access and parking.
• Line- simplest and most common. Connects two points: trailhead and destination.
• Horseshoe- valuable especially in areas with public transportation.
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Multi-use Path Width (on developed land where users include walkers, bicyclists and
handicapped)
• The width of the multi-use trail affects pedestrian usability and the types of users
who can utilize the path.
• The tread of the path should be at least eight to ten feet wide.
• The surface of this path should accommodate all potential users.
• Alternatives to tradition paving should be considered where appropriate such as
pervious paving and recycled materials.
Trail Surface Type
• Surface types are gauged by their firmness, stability and slip resistance.
o Firmness: the degree to which the surface resists deformation by
indentation when someone walks or wheels across it.
o Stability: the degree to which a surface remains unchanged by
contaminants or applied force.
o Slip resistance: based on the frictional force necessary to allow someone
to travel across the surface without slipping.
• All trails should be firm and stable.
• If open land/meadows become available for purchase or lease, the Township
should consider mowed trails as they may
prove advantageous for hikers desiring a
“softer” trail for sore joints, as shown in
the photograph to the right (mowed trail at
the Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morris
Township).
• Examples of trail surfaces with their
corresponding firmness, stability and slip
resistance include:
o Asphalt: firm, stable, slip resistant
o Concrete: firm, stable, slip resistant
o Boardwalk: firm, stable, slip resistant
o Stone cylinders for crossing watered areas: firm, stable, slip resistant
o Soil with stabilizer (soil cement): firm, stable, slip resistant
o Packed soil without stabilizer: firm, stable, not slip resistant
o Soil with high organic content: soft, stable, slip resistant
o Crushed rock with stabilizer: firm, stable, slip resistant
o Pea gravel: soft, unstable, not slip resistant
o Sand: soft, unstable, not slip resistant
• The tool used for determining firmness and stability is known as a rotational
penetrometer. It measures surface firmness by pressing an indenter into the
surface with a specified amount of force and records the amount of displacement.
Stability is measured by rotating the indenter back and forth while the force is
applied and then records the amount of displacement.
(Designing Sidewalks and Trails for Access Part II of II. Best Practices and
Design Guide, 2001.)
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Trail Intersection with Roadway
• Intersect trails with the street at a 90-degree angle to increase visibility of
pedestrians for motorists.
• Increase trail width at the intersection to reduce user conflicts.
• Provide signage for both motorists and pedestrians to ensure awareness of the
intersection and a reduction in speed.
o Use signs, both on the road and the trail, to clearly indicate whether
motorists or trail users have the right of way.
• Provide a visible crosswalk across the intersection to increase trail user and
motorist awareness and safety.
• Use curb ramps as required and include detectable warnings, such as audible
countdowns or visual countdown crossing aids, to ensure that trail users with
vision impairments are aware of the street.
• Make curb ramps as wide as the average width of the trail. They should also have
a number of other characteristics:
o A level maneuvering area or landing at the top of the curb ramp
o A clearly identified boundary between the bottom of the curb ramp and the
street with a detectable warning (bumps or ribbon cuts)
o Adequate drainage to prevent the accumulation of water or debris on or at
the bottom of the ramp
(Designing Sidewalks and Trails for Access Part II of II. Best Practices and Design
Guide, 2001)
Environmental Considerations in Trail Design
Soil Characteristics: Trails need to be located on soils that are capable of withstanding
the amount of anticipated use without eroding or becoming wet and muddy.
• Compaction is a problem that occurs when the surface horizons of the soil
compact into a cement-like hardness due to plant mortality caused by hikers. The
compacted surface loses its pore space and its ability to absorb surface water.
• Surface Erosion is another problem, which leaves loose stones, gravel and tree
roots after the stabilizing sand and silt particles have been removed by water. This
then causes poor footing for the hiker causing the hiker to walk along the edge of
the trail, further killing plants and compacting the soil.
In determining the best location for a trail, one should consider:
• Soil wetness: areas with very poorly drained soils should be avoided.
• Soil Texture: loam soils with a mixture of sands, clay, and silt will resist erosion
and compaction most successfully and absorb a high level of rainfall.
• Soil Structure: Hardpans are firm, compacted soil horizons that are generally
impervious to the downward movement of water and makes trails wet and
susceptible to damage.
• Soil Depth: Shallow soils are heavy and saturated with water, which leads to
erosion when walked upon.
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To minimize erosion, the trail should:
• Minimize amount of ground area that is disturbed especially in areas over a 5%
grade. Trails on steep slopes should be narrow.
• Follow grades equal to or less than 5%.
• Natural drainage patterns should not be altered.
A number of techniques can be used to manage water run-off on a trail including:
• Native plants to absorb water: very useful in large areas where the soil has been
disturbed.
• Sediment barriers: bales of hay, silt fencing, retaining walls and filter strips.
These tools trap sediment and prevent an area down slope from becoming oversilted which negatively impacts plant as well as wetlands and waterbodies.
Proper drainage will carry the water either over the trail, under the trail, or will intercept
the water before it crosses the trail. Surface runoff intercepted by erosion-control
measures must be collected by drainage ways and discharged in stabilized areas or
sediment basins. Cross-drainage techniques such as swales, culverts, water bars and
deflectors should be utilized to divert water off of the trail as soon as possible.
• Swale: a depression constructed across a slope above and in conjunction with an
earthen berm. A swale is appropriate where runoff might create erosion problems
running across a trail. Use on slopes which have a trail grade less than 10%.
• Culvert: a metal, plastic, cement or wood pipe placed under a trail to permit
crossing an intermittent or active stream.
• Water bar: a rock, earthen or log barrier angled to divert water off a trail. In
general, the greater the slope and the higher the velocity or volume of water, the
greater the need for waterbars as opposed to other drainage techniques.
• Deflectors: rubber belting fastened to treated timbers which are placed in the
ground to deflect water off a trail. Areas appropriate for this tool are where low
water volume is expected and heavily traveled trails where mountain bikes are
expected.
Some additional items to consider when designing trails to minimize erosion concerns:
• Observe the trail during a rainstorm to more accurately determine the need for
these tools.
• When crossing shallow pools or areas that are consistently wet, stepping-stones
are appropriate. This is especially necessary in areas where hiker’s steps widen
the path as they move to avoid wet areas.
• When crossing deep water, bridges or raised boardwalks are necessary to cross
extended areas of water or wetlands.
• Wetland Crossings: Resources suggest avoiding wetlands whenever possible.
Trail surveys should be conducted during wet months, actual construction during
dry months. Have alternate routes available if trail has to be closed for seasonal
high water. If a wetland crossing is unavoidable it should be made at the
narrowest point and the design should encourage positive drainage into a
stabilized area or sediment basin.
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(Best Management Practices for Erosion Control During Trail Maintenance
and Construction. 2004)

Handicap Accessibility
The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA)
requires trails to be handicap accessible. However it did not
provide guidelines for construction. Accessible guidelines
were developed by the Regulatory Negotiation Committee
under the Architectural and Transportation Barriers
Compliance Board (Access Board) to ensure that new
construction and alterations of facilities covered by the
ADA were readily accessible to and usable by individuals
with disabilities. Their recommendations were detailed in a
final report published in September 1999 (www.accessboard.gov/outdoor/outdoor-rec-rpt.htm). These guidelines
have undergone several revisions and updates based upon
public comment and review. As recently as November
2005 the Access Board updated the guidelines related to
sidewalks, street crossings, and pedestrian facilities
(http://americantrails.org/resources/accessible/newsaccess.html). These guidelines are
for newly constructed and altered trails; standards are set for running slope, cross slope,
width, surface, passing space, edge protection, and signs. Provisions also address beach
access routes, picnic sites and camping areas. The Access Board anticipates that these
guidelines will be federally enforced by mid-2008 (Personal Communication, Access
Board, March 9, 2007).
The National Trails Training Partnership has published a summary of the accessible trails
guidelines on the American Trails website. This summary is included within the
Appendix of this Plan. (www.americantrails.org/resources/accessible/ADASummFeb00)
Under the proposed ADA guidelines, an accessible pedestrian trail would meet the
following minimum technical provisions:
• Clear tread width: 36 inch minimum
• Tread Obstacles: two inch high maximum (up to three inches high where running
and cross slopes are 5% or less)
• Cross Slope: 5% maximum
• Running slope (trail grade) meets one or more of the following:
o 5% or less for any distance.
o up to 8.33% for 200 feet maximum; Resting intervals no more than 200
feet apart.
o up to 10% for 30 feet maximum; Resting intervals 30 feet.
o up to 12.5% for 10 feet maximum; Resting intervals 10 feet.
• No more than 30% of the total trail length may exceed a running slope of 8.33%.
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•
•

Passing Space: provided at least every 1000 feet where trail width is less than 60
inches
Signs: shall be provided indicating the length of the accessible trail segment.

Departures from specific accessibility guidelines are permitted for any portion of the trail
where compliance would:
• Cause substantial harm to cultural, historic, religious, or significant natural
features or characteristics;
• Substantially alter the nature of the setting or the purpose;
• Require construction methods or materials that are prohibited by Federal, State, or
local regulations or statutes;
• Not be feasible due to terrain or the prevailing construction practices.
Permits
In order to construct trails throughout the Township, the Township will need to obtain
municipal and state permits. The need for a construction permit depends on the location
and surface type of the trail. For example a trail with an impervious surface may require
a municipal permit. NJDEP requires a permit for trails in wetland areas. One of these
permits will incur fees and need to be considered as part of the total construction cost of a
trail.
The following permit issued by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
may be found on the provided website.
Freshwater Wetlands General Permit Authorization
General permit 17 is specific to trails and boardwalks
The permit costs right now are $600 and the review process typically last 90 days.
The costs change from year to year and vary for different applications…For more
information please visit the NJ DEP website
(www.state.nj.us/dep/landuse/forms/index.html#fww)

TRAIL MANAGEMENT
Trail Maintenance
• Adopt-a-Trail Program this program will work to connect local volunteers to
specific trails for stewardship purposes. These volunteers will accomplish all
necessary maintenance work that does not require heavy equipment, on a regular
basis to ensure the trails remain usable and safe. Prior to opening a trail the Trails
and Greenways Committee or designated municipal department will work to
identify a steward for that trail.
• Regular clearing is one of the most important jobs for maintaining established
trails.
• Standardizing is a technique of clearing brush next to a trail to put it into standard
condition (adequate height and width). Standard width varies with vegetation and
terrain but a 4 to 6 foot clearance is standard in most cases. Standard height is
normally 8 feet or as high as one can reach.
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Trail Signs
• Signs – An essential component of a trail are the signs
used to mark locations and usage. Trailheads should be
posted with signs that provide a map and other trail
connections with the trail name, distance, and the color
of blazes used to mark the trail along its course and any
potential danger. Nearby roads and landmarks are also
useful to help orient and prevent the individual from
becoming lost.
• Special signs indicating intended users and rules such
as the dog park sign used in Livingston (shown here)
should be considered.
• Paint blazing – most common, durable, and
inexpensive. Blazes are simply marks on a tree made
with a distinct color of paint. Typically they are 6 inches by 3 inches and occur at
intervals of 100 yards or less if the trail contains many turns and is subject to
vegetative overgrowth.
• Multi-use trails' signs at trailheads should indicate which uses are permitted.
• Cairns and Posts – treeless areas sometimes require cairns (constructed rock
piles). In the absence of rocks, posts can be used.
• Signs need to be standardized and easily accepted and recognized by all users of
the trails.
(www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/fspubs)
Trail Rest Stops and Bathroom Facilities
Priorities expressed for trail development in the
Township included providing “indestructible” benches,
exercise equipment and bathroom facilities to limit
repeated maintenance needs and serve all constituents.
As shown on here from the Carol Heaney Nature Trail,
logs and/or boulders can be either fashioned or
strategically placed to provide durable rest stops. Area
carpenters, artists and wood carvers may be solicited to
aid in their creation.
Security
Trail networks require policing in case of emergencies such as when a user becomes lost
or injured. The need for trail security and policing typically stems from the illegal use of
off-road vehicles (ORV), such as ATVs and dirt bikes, on public hiking trails. Hunting
activities are not compatible with trail uses and should be monitored. A partnership
between the Committee and local police and emergency response teams will work to
mitigate security related issues as they develop. Directional signs should be added to
guide trail users and avoid confusion.
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Trail users at times become disoriented or injured, which may result in the need of an
emergency response team. In order to reduce the potential of users becoming lost the
Committee can develop and distribute trail maps that identify trails, their names and the
location relative to significant landmarks in the Township. These maps can be posted and
distributed at trailheads. The Township police department and local emergency response
team should also be made aware of the trail network as well as points of risk to trail
users. In order to facilitate their response time in emergencies, points of entry for their
vehicles and equipment as well as environmental features that pose a risk to their work
should be identified.
ORVs pose a serious threat to the safety of trail users and cause substantial environmental
degradation. ORV use on trails leads to erosion, which facilitates the destruction of a
trail. The following list identifies various methods for addressing illegal ORV use on
public lands:
• Conduct an education outreach to inform residents that ORV use should be
prohibited on municipal property. Provide locations in the region where they are
permitted.
• Establish a municipal ordinance that prohibits the use of ORVs on municipal
property and levies severe fines against those who are apprehended.
• Require ORV owners to register their vehicles with the Township and implement
a vehicle identification system.
• Urge trail users to call the police when they observe ORV use on municipal
property. This is accomplished by posting advisories that cite the municipal
ordinance and provides police and emergency medical team phone numbers.
• Provide resources to report incidents to the Township police and Recreation
Department. For example, provide forms at trailheads and on the Township
website that provides space to record the location, date, time of the incident.
• Access barriers: in some cases the placement of boulders, gates or metal posts will
prevent ORVs from accessing trails.
• Placement of motion activated cameras
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ACTION PROGRAM AND RECOMMENDATIONS
________________________________________________________________________

The action Program recommends projects the Trails Committee can pursue to implement
the Trails and Greenways Plan. The action bullets for the first-year following the
adoption of the Plan are considered most urgent. Three and five-year action bullets focus
on land preservation and trail development, which require more planning. Five-year
action bullets address broad issues that are oriented with long-term goals of the Plan.
First Year Adopt the Trails and Greenways Plan by the Open Space Trust Fund Committee and
Environmental Commission.
 The Planning Board should review the Trails and Greenways Plan for consistency
with the Master Plan.
 Identify an individual to track the grants calendar and work with the Manager’s office
to prepare and submit application according to each grant’s requirements.
 The Council should establish an ongoing Trails and Greenways Committee to steward
and implement the recommendations of the Trails and Greenways Plan.
 Establish a system for communication and review between the Environmental
Commission and the Planning Board for possible trails easements on private
properties as development applications are submitted.
 Assist governing body and Open Space Committee, as requested with any proposed
land acquisitions which may enhance the Trail and Greenways Plan.
 Meet with the Essex County Department of Planning and/or the New Jersey
Department of Transportation to discuss improvement of pedestrian infrastructure at
the designated intersections mentioned in the Trails Plan.
 Apply for Safe Routes to School funding in order to be eligible for pedestrian,
intersection, and bicycle improvement and education funding.
 Develop regional partnerships to discuss the development of a regional trail network,
including trails, blueways, and greenways.
 Begin to implement Phase 1 of the Trails and Greenways Plan; Preservation of Canoe
Brook Greenway.
 Establish an annual meeting/workshop of user groups to discuss the implementation
of the Trails and Greenways Plan.
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Develop Budget and explore funding sources for projects.
Produce a trail map and user guide for Livingston Trails to be distributed at local
parks and along trail heads.
Identify and map alternative and existing walking trails in the East Orange Water
Reserve.

Within Three Years Develop a management and ongoing maintenance schedule with the Department of
Public Works once trails begin to be established.
 Examine and update municipal ordinances regarding the use of public property to
ensure they prohibit the use of off-road vehicles on Livingston trails.
 Develop a partnership with PSE&G and the East Orange Water Commission and the
City of East Orange to discuss trail access on their properties.
 Coordinate with the Essex County Department of Planning and Essex County
Department of Parks to establish connections and trails within the County Parks in
Livingston.
 Coordinate with Essex County to increase signage in the Township identifying public
parks in the municipality.
 Establish a stewardship and monitoring program with local volunteer organizations
and neighborhood groups to protect and maintain trail infrastructure.
 With the Engineering Department, ensure the Livingston Trails network link to and
expand the existing sidewalk network in the Township
 With the Engineering Department, discuss the feasibility of bicycle routes on existing
road ways.
 Implement Phase 2 and 3 of the Trails and Greenways Plan.
 Apply annually for grant funds to the N.J. Department of Transportation, N.J.
Department of Environmental Protection and Essex County Open Space Trust Fund
for grants to implement the Trails and Greenways Plan.
Within Five Years Continue to submit an application yearly to the appropriate funding sources for land
acquisition and trail development associated with the design and establishment of
Livingston trails.
 Implement Phase 4 of the Trails and Greenway Plan.
 Establish an ongoing protocol for continuing the Trails and Greenway Plan beyond
the established phased design.
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PARTNERS AND FUNDING SOURCES FOR TRAIL
DEVELOPMENT

________________________________________________

Several local and regional entities are working to preserve open space and provide trail
opportunities in Livingston. Included are governmental land management agencies,
County organizations, municipal, as well as neighboring towns, organizations, and public
utilities. Included within this section is a listing of partners, funding sources and a grant
calendar to apply for funds to implement the trails and greenways program for
Livingston. This information is provided as a reference. Please note these contacts are
subject to change.

FEDERAL AND STATE PARTNERS
United States Army Corp of Engineers (USACE)
Comprised of approximately 34,600 civilian and 650 military workers, the USACE
provides engineering services to the United States including environmental protection
service. As of March 2002, the USACE works by a set of environmental principles
ensuring that conservation, environmental preservation and restoration are all considered
when conducting business. In Morris and Essex counties, the USACE is actively
acquiring land within the floodplain of the Passaic River to preserve these areas for the
storage of floodwaters during storm events. This plan replaces the Flood Tunnel Project
that had been designed to take excess floodwaters from the Upper Passaic River and its
tributaries through a tunnel to the Newark Bay end of the river.
Contact: Paul Tuminello
US Army Corps of Engineers
26 Federal Plaza Room 2127
New York, NY 10278
(917) 790-8210
Paul.Tuminello@usace.army.mil
www.usace.army.mil
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New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
Green Acres Program
Created in 1961, the New Jersey Green Acres Program provides funding for open space,
farmland, historic, and recreational protection. The Program’s goal is to achieve “a
system of interconnected open spaces, whose protection will preserve and enhance New
Jersey’s natural environment.” Green Acres acquires land through the DEP for
preservation as well as provides grants and loans to local governments and nonprofit
conservancies for the acquisition of open space. Planning Incentive Grant funding from
Green Acres is available to local governments that have an open space tax and an Open
Space and Recreation Plan. Township of Livingston is enrolled in the Planning Incentive
Program and recently preserved the Gateway North property using Green Acres funds.
Contact: Cathy Elliott-Shaw
New Jersey Green Acres Program
P.O. Box 412
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0412
Cathy.Elliott-Shaw@dep.state.nj.us
www.state.nj.us/dep/greenacres

COUNTY ORGANIZATIONS
Essex County
Essex County Board of Chosen Freeholders
Contact: Patricia Sebold
Hall of Records, Room 558
465 Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard
Newark, NJ 07102
psebold@freeholders.essexcountynj.org
www.essexcountyofnj.com/freeholders/site/main.php
Essex County Executive
Contact: Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr.
Hall of Records Room 405
465 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd
Newark, NJ 07102
Essex County Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs
The Department is charged with overseeing the Essex County Park System, which serves
the County’s population of over 780,000 and includes parkland in all of the County's 22
municipalities. Within this system the Department maintains over 6,000 acres of open
space and owns the West Essex Park located along the banks of the Passaic River on the
west side of the Township of Livingston. The County also owns Riker Hill Art Park,
formerly a United States Army Nike Missile Base in the 1950’s, which was purchased
from the Federal Government in 1974. The Army buildings were converted to art studios
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and a small art gallery. The winding drive provides a panoramic view of western
Livingston and of eastern Morris County. An interpretive trail connects Riker Hill Art
Park to Becker Park and Walter Kidde Dinosaur Park in Roseland. There are 414 acres of
county parkland in the Township of Livingston.
Contact: Director - Daniel J. Salvante
115 Clifton Ave
Newark, NJ 07103
(973) 268-3500
www.essex-countynj.org/p/index.
Essex County Trail System
Contact: Joe Lanzara
115 Clifton Avenue
Newark, NJ 07104
(973) 268-3500
Essex County Environmental Center
The Essex County Environmental Center is dedicated to creating awareness,
understanding and appreciation of the environment and its relationship to Essex County
residents. It also promotes environmental sustainability and encourages individuals and
communities to live responsible lifestyles that minimally compromise the earth’s
resources planning for the future of Essex County.
Contact: Tara Casella, Environmental Affairs Coordinator.
2nd contact: Kelly Wenzel, Program Coordinator.
621 B Eagle Rock Ave
Roseland, NJ 07068
(973) 228-8776
www.essex-countynj.org/p/index.php?section=env/o&lmgLoc=images/env
Essex County Office of Environmental Affairs
The Essex County Office of Environmental Affairs was officially established in 1998 to
assure that all environmental matters in the County receive attention. The Office of
Environmental Affairs helps to set environmental policy in the County, provides
opportunities for environmental education and implements environmental action
programs. Environmental Affairs works closely with the Essex County Environmental
Commission organizing and hosting environmental roundtables to foster information
exchange.
Contact: Tara Casella, Environmental Affairs Coordinator.
621 B Eagle Rock Ave
Roseland, NJ 07068
(973) 228-8776
tcasella@parks.essexcountynj.org
www.essexcountynj.org/p/index.php?section=env/o&lmgLoc=images/env
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Morris County
Morris County Department of Planning, Development and Technology
Contact: Director - Mr. Walter P. Krich, Jr.
2nd contact: Preservation Trust – Director, Frank Pinto
3rd contact: Open Space Program - Barbara Murray
P.O. Box 900
Morristown, NJ 07963-0900
(973) 829-8120
Morris County Park Commission
Morris County Parks has grown to include more than 17,000 acres, 38 facilities and 150
trail miles. The Morris County Park Commission owns and manages Patriots’ Path.
Patriots' Path is a gradually developing network of hiking, biking and equestrian trails
and green open spaces linking several dozen federal, state, county and municipal parks,
watershed lands, historic sites and other points of interest across Morris County. The Park
Commission has the resources and expertise for trail design and development for a
partnership with the Township of Livingston.
Contact: Russ Felter
Park Commission Headquarters
53 East Hanover Avenue
PO Box 1295
Morristown, NJ 07962-1295
(973) 326-7600
www.morrisparks.net

TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATIONS
Livingston Town Hall
Mayor - Stephen Santola
Deputy Mayor - Leland Peyser
Councilwoman - Arlene Johnson
Councilmen - Charles “Buddy” August & Gary Schneiderman
Township Manager - Michele Meade
Livingston Town Hall
357 S Livingston Ave
Livingston, NJ 07039
(973) 992-5000
www.livingstonnj.org
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Livingston Department of Recreation & Parks
Currently, the Township of Livingston Recreation Department provides a variety of
different recreational programs for its residents.
Contact: Director: Ronni B. Zuckerman
204 Hillside Avenue
Livingston, NJ 07039
(973) 535-7925
www.livingstonnj.org/recreation.htm
The Livingston Historical Society
The Livingston Historical Society was established to foster and encourage an
appreciation for the understanding of the development of the community. The society
collects, preserves, publishes, and exhibits material that establishes or illustrates the
history of the Township.
Contact: Livingston Historical Society
366 South Livingston Ave.
PO Box 220
Livingston, NJ 07039
Livingston Community Partnership (Business Improvement District)
The Livingston Community Partnership, Livingston's Business Improvement District
(BID) was established to promote and enhance the safety, welfare and economic climate
of conducting business for owners and consumers and is an integral and vital, economic
and social component of the Township of Livingston.
Contact: Beth Lippman
154 South Livingston Avenue
Suite 207, Livingston NJ 07039
(973) 992-8080
www.intownlivingston.com
Livingston High School clubs and organizations
The Environmental Club consists of over 30 Livingston High School students. It is an
active organization committed to educating both young people and the community at
large concerning environmental protection and preservation issues. The group has also
demonstrated a strong interest in the open space program in the Township and worked to
help pass the referendum in the fall 2002 general election.
Contact: J. Ott
Livingston High School, 30 Robert H. Harp Drive
Livingston, NJ 07039
www.livingston-hs.org
jott@livingston.org
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Cedar Hill Country Club
Established in 1923, Cedar Hill Country Club is a private 18-hole course and a full
service recreational facility. Cedar Hill Country Club owns 76 acres in the Township, and
is rated to be one of the nicest courses in New Jersey.
Contact: Cedar Hill Country Club
100 Walnut Street
Livingston, NJ 07039
(973) 992-4700
www.cedarhillcc.com
Crestmont Country Club
Crestmont Country Club is located in the western portion of Essex County in a partially
wooded area. Established in 1922, it is a private, challenging 18-hole course with
amenities that include a pool, tennis courts, and a fitness center.
Contact: Crestmont County Club
750 Eagle Rock Avenue
West Orange NJ 07052
(973) 731-2060
www.crestmontcountryclub.com
Independent sports organizations in Township
Eighteen organizations and private groups cooperate with the Department of Recreations
and Parks to run additional outdoor recreational programs for Township residents.

NEIGHBORING TOWNS
Essex County
Township of Millburn
Mayor – Dan Baer
Environmental Commission Chair – Jennifer Duckworth
Recreation Director - Robert Hogan
Municipal Building
357 Millburn Avenue
Millburn, NJ 07041
(973) 564-7073
www.twp.millburn.nj.us
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Borough of Roseland
Mayor - John Arvanities
Environmental Commission Chair
Borough Clerk/Business Administrator - Thomas P. Kaczynski
Recreation Director
Roseland Borough Hall
19 Harrison Avenue
Roseland, NJ 07068
(973) 226-8080
www.roselandnj.org
Township of West Orange
Mayor - John McKeon
Recreation Director - Jim Cunningham
Planning Director - Susan Borg
Municipal Building
66 Main Street
West Orange, NJ 07052
(973) 325-4151
www.westorange.org

Morris County
Chatham Borough
Mayor - Richard Plambeck
Borough Administrator - Bob Falzarano
Chatham Borough
54 Fairmount Avenue
Chatham, NJ 07928
(973) 635-0674
www.chathamborough.org
East Hanover Township
Mayor - William Agnellino
Open Space Committee - Amy DiBartolo
Recreation Director - Linda Lurz
Township Administrator - Dick Paduch
East Hanover Township
411 Ridgedale Avenue
East Hanover, NJ 07936
(973) 428-3005
www.easthanovertownship.com
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Florham Park Borough
Mayor - Frank Tinari
Borough Administrator - John Conway
Recreation Director
Florham Park Borough
111 Ridgedale Avenue
Florham Park, NJ 07932
(973) 410-5300
www.florhamparkboro.net

PUBLIC UTILITIES
East Orange Water Reserve
The East Orange Water Department derives its supply from the East Orange Water
Reserve, which extends from Livingston into Florham Park and Millburn. The Water
Department owns 1,588 acres of land in the Township.
Contact: Harry Mansmann
Water Department -City of East Orange
99 South Grove Street
East Orange, NJ 07018
Jersey Central Power & Light
Jersey Central Power and Light (JCP&L) is an energy company providing electricity
service in northern and central New Jersey. JCP&L is headquartered in Morristown, New
Jersey and has been providing safe and reliable electric service since 1945.
Contact: Everton Scott
300 Madison Avenue
PO Box 1911
Morristown, NJ 07962
(973) 455-8200
www.connectutilities.com
New Jersey-American Water Company
New Jersey-American Water Company is the largest statewide water utility in New
Jersey. The water utility owns 230 acres of land in the Township, including the
Reservoir and its shoreline. Livingston purchases bulk water supplies from New JerseyAmerican Water Company for the eastern section of the Township.
Contact: Rodney H. Pierson
New Jersey American Water Company
500 Grove Street
Haddon Heights, NJ 08035-1766
1 800-892-0123
www.illinoisamerican.com
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Public Service Electric & Gas Company (PSE&G)
The Public Service Electric and Gas Company (PSE&G) is a regulated, publicly
owned gas and electric utility company. It is New Jersey's oldest and largest publicly
owned utility and currently serves nearly three quarters of New Jersey's population in
a service area consisting of a 2,600-square-mile corridor from Bergen to Gloucester
Counties. PSE&G provides conservation easements on land owned by PSE&G in the
Township of Livingston that provides a right of way for the Lenape Hiking Trail.
Contact: George D. Sous
240 Kuller Road
Clifton, NJ 07011
(973) 365-6999
www.pseg.com

LOCAL AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Association of NJ Environmental Commissions (ANJEC).
The Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions is a private, non-profit
educational organization for environmental commissioners, concerned individuals and
organizations. ANJEC has been working to protect natural resources and improve the
quality of life in New Jersey. It has supplied a 50% matching grant to fund the
completion of this Plan.
Contact: Executive Director - Ms. Sandy Batty
2nd Contact : Kerry Miller
3rd Contact: Barbara Palmer
P.O. Box 157
Mendham, NJ, 07945
(973) 539-7547
www.anjec.org
Becker Park Conservancy.
The Becker Park Conservancy is an educational non-profit association working towards
the preservation and restoration of natural land. They are working to improve and
increase pedestrian access to Becker Park, a 147-acre park owned by Essex County, and
located in Livingston Township and Roseland Borough.
Contacts: c/o Howard Silverberg
192 E Mt Pleasant Ave
Livingston, NJ 07039
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Boy & Girl Scouts of America -Livingston Area Troops
The mission of the Boy & Girl Scouts of America is to prepare young people to make
ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them the values of the
Scouts Oath and Law.
Contact: Northern New Jersey Council
25 Ramapo Valley Road
Oakland, NJ 07436
(201) 677-1000
2nd Contact: Girl Scout Council of Greater Essex and Hudson Counties, NJ.
Montclair, NJ 07042-2399
(973) 746-8200
www.gscgehc.org
Greater Newark Conservancy
Founded in 1987, Greater Newark Conservancy strives to improve the quality of life in
New Jersey's urban areas through environmental education, community gardening,
neighborhood beautification, job training opportunities and advocacy for environmental
justice.
Contact: Greater Newark Conservancy
303-9 Washington Street, 5th Floor
Newark, NJ 07102
(973) 642-4646
Lenape Trail Committee
The Lenape Trail Committee started 20 years ago by the Sierra Club North Jersey Group
(now the Essex County chapter of the Sierra Club). Its mission is to manage the trail and
organize hiking trips.
Lenape Trail/Liberty Water Gap Trail
The Lenape Trail runs through Livingston along PSE&G utility right-of-ways and along
Township streets into Becker Park. Part of the Liberty-Water Gap Trail, the trail will run
from Liberty State Park in Jersey City to The Delaware Water Gap. The Liberty-Water
Gap Trail will use the Lenape Trail through Essex County. Al Kent of the Morris County
Parks Commission is spearheading the effort to establish the new trail. He is also
involved in maintaining the Lenape Trail.
Contact: Al Kent
Morris County Park Commission
53 East Hanover Avenue
PO Box 1295
Morristown, NJ 07962-1295
(973) 326-7600
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Livingston Area Chamber of Commerce
The Livingston Area Chamber of Commerce is a vital business organization that has a
powerful voice in shaping the direction of community development. This non-profit,
action oriented organization is run by business and professional people that are
committed to working together to advance their mutual business and community
interests.
Contact: Livingston Area Chamber of Commerce
154 S. Livingston Ave. #207
Livingston, NJ 07039
(973) 992-4343
www.livingstonchambernj.com
Morris Land Conservancy.
Founded in 1981, Morris Land Conservancy is a non-profit, member-supported
organization dedicated to preserving and permanently protecting open space lands in
northern New Jersey. The Conservancy assisted Livingston in the production of its Trails
and Greenway Plan and its Open Space and Recreation Plan, and is an active participant
in many communities land preservation programs.
Contact: Morris Land Conservancy
19 Boonton Avenue
Boonton, NJ 07005
(973) 541-1010
info@morrislandconservancy.org
www.morrislandconservancy.org
Morris Trails Conservancy
The Morris Trails Conservancy is a civic, non-profit organization promoting trails in
Morris County. In addition to maintaining, designing and building trails, the
Conservancy also provides GPS and mapping resources to towns and parks county-wide.
Contacts: Mr. Duncan Douglas
195 Boulevard
Mountain Lakes, NJ 07046
(973) 829-8256
www.morristrails.org
Newark Academy
Newark Academy is the second oldest day school in the state of New Jersey, and one of a
handful of pre-Revolutionary schools still operating in the United States. Newark
Academy will contribute to society thoughtful and compassionate citizens who embrace
their responsibilities as ethical, intellectual and civic stewards in the global environment.
Contact: Sam Huber
91 South Orange Avenue
Livingston, NJ 07039
(973) 992-7000
shuber@newarka.edu
www.newarka.edu
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New Jersey Audubon Society (NJAS)
The New Jersey Audubon Society is a privately supported, non-profit, statewide
membership organization. It was founded in 1897 and is one of the oldest independent
Audubon societies, NJAS has no connection with the National Audubon Society. It
fosters environmental awareness and a conservation ethic among New Jersey's citizens; it
protects New Jersey's birds, mammals, other animals, and plants, especially endangered
and threatened species; and this society promotes preservation of New Jersey's valuable
natural habitats.
Contact: New Jersey Audubon Society Headquarters
9 Hardscrabble Road
Bernardsville, New Jersey 07924
(908) 204-8998
New Jersey Conservation Foundation (NJCF)
The New Jersey Conservation Foundation is a private, non-profit organization completely
independent from the State of New Jersey. They rely on private philanthropic support and
grants from a variety of public and private sector organizations. They preserve land and
natural resources for the benefit of all. The NJCF has helped protect over 100,000 acres
of new Jersey farmland, forest, and natural areas. It has been working with Essex County
on the Arthur Kill Greenway Project.
Contact: Laura Szwak, Director of Garden State Greenways
Bamboo Brook
170 Longview Rd.
Far Hills, NJ 07931
www.njconservation.org
Passaic River Coalition.
This non-profit organization founded in 1969, works to preserve land and protect the
health of the Passaic River Basin. The Passaic River Coalition is also a land trust that
facilitates open space acquisitions. The western section of Livingston falls within Passaic
River Coalition’s project areas. The Passaic River Coalition is assisting several
watershed communities to create open space plans and natural resource inventories. It
has been involved in the production of the Essex County Open Space Plan.
Contact: Ella F. Filippone – Executive Director
2nd Contact: Eugene Reynolds –Assistant Director
3rd Contact: Matt Polsky
94 Mount Bethel Road
Warren, NJ 07059
(908) 222-0315
www.passaicriver.org
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Passaic Valley Groundwater Protection Committee.
This committee works to protect the wellhead areas in the buried valley aquifer and
identify potential sources of pollution to the underlying aquifer.
94 Mount Bethel Road
Warren, NJ 07059
Saint Barnabas Trail Walkers
Senior Health and the Saint Barnabas Cardiac Rehabilitation Department sponsor a
walking program at the Livingston Mall. This program offers walks once a month within
the township of Livingston. They also provide breakfast and educational talks following
the walk.
Contacts: Saint Barnabas Ambulatory Care Center
200 South Orange Ave
Livingston, NJ 07039
(973) 322-7979
Sierra Club
The Sierra Club is a national, member-supported environmental organization, active
throughout Essex County. The goal of the group is to see significant natural areas remain
undeveloped and preserved. As of December 2006, the group has been working on
delaying several land use developments, and is also working on the issue of the use of
ATVs in sensitive areas of Essex County. A corollary goal is to promote environmentally
beneficial municipal public policy.
As recently reported, the New Jersey Chapter of the Sierra Club has an Essex County
Group. It is presently working with land conservations groups to preserve 120 acres,
known as the West Essex Highlands, atop the second Watchung Mountain in West
Orange for Open Space. In addition, the Essex County Group is building a Passaic River
Display for the Environmental Center in Roseland. They are also working towards
saving a major forested tract in West Orange, and an ancient forest on Gov. McClellan’s
former estate, as well as working to preserve wetlands at the Hatfield Swamp in the
Passaic River Basin and in the remaining forested areas in Essex County. While
continuing to ensure that the Essex County Park and Open Space Trust Fund is
implemented in a fair and consistent way, the Group is also addressing environmental
justice (EJ) issues.
Contact: Dave Ogens – Co-chair
(973) 226-0748
Bandit29@aol.com
2nd contact: Walt Goldenbaum – Co-chair
(973) 925-8662
Goldenb1@optonline.net
http://newjersey.sierraclub.org/Essex/
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South Mountain Conservancy
South Mountain Conservancy is a local community volunteer group comprised of
residents of Essex County. The goal of the Conservancy is to preserve the 2,047-acre
South Mountain Reservation (SMR) in Essex County, New Jersey, including its trails,
infrastructure and natural beauty. It also promote the wise use of the Reservation and
environmental awareness through activities, educational programs and public service
efforts, including advising local government agencies and channeling public opinion to
them.
Contact: Dennis Percher
South Mountain Conservancy
Box 273
South Orange, NJ 07079
info@somocon.org
www.somocon.org
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FUNDING SOURCES FOR TRAIL DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION - GRANT DESCRIPTIONS
Grant Title

Grant Source

Grant Description

The Environmental Services Program (ESP) is
a matching grants program that provides
financial assistance to local governments for
environmental projects. ESP grant monies
may be used to fund the following projects:
environmental resource inventories;
brownfields redevelopment planning; smart
growth and sustainable communities planning;
beach monitoring and management projects;
New Jersey
NJDEP environmental trail designs; lake rehabilitation
Environmental Department of
studies; stream and water quality testing;
Services
Environmental
wellhead delineation; surveys of threatened
Program
Protection
and endangered species; environmental
education programs; community outreach
initiatives; designing or implementing projects
that initiate and/or expand sustainable
communities. In addition, ESP grants may be
used to fund an incomplete phase of an
environmental project in progress – from
scoping and planning to project development
and implementation.

Eligible Applicants

Evaluation Factors

Amount Funded

Contact

Additional Comments

Any "local environmental
The grantee will be reimbursed
A local environmental agency
agency", such as a
for its share of the grant project
may apply for a matching grant
municipal environmental
costs after the work products
ranging from $1,000 to $2,500.
commission, a joint
and financial documentation
The environmental agency
environmental
have been submitted and
must have the financial support Joe Rogers
commission, a county
approved. The amount of
of the local governing body to New Jersey Dept of
environmental
match the amount of its grant Environmental Protection payment will be based on the
commission, or a soil
costs documented by receipts,
request. The Department will Office of Local
Local government and community
conservation district. The
reimburse the local agency for Government Assistance invoices, payment vouchers
support; regional value; regulatory
commission must be
and cancelled checks. If the
fifty percent (50%) of the total Environmental Services
assistance; compliance with State
official, having been
Program P.O. Box 402 project is completed under the
project cost or $2,500 –
Plan; definitive protection strategy;
established by a
whichever is less. The source Trenton, NJ 08625-0402 budgeted amount, the costs will
public awareness; urban needs.
municipal ordinance
of matching funds may be Phone: (609) 984-0828 be divided between the State
and the local agency. If the
prepared in accordance
outside the local government’s Fax: (609) 633-2102
http://www.state.nj.us/de project runs over budget, the
with the state law
budget provided that the
State will only reimburse the
governing the formation
matching funds are transferred p/esp/
grantee up to the grant amount
of municipal
and dedicated specifically for
initially agreed upon.
environmental
the local agency’s project.
Applications are due December
commissions (N.J.S.A.
*This program is currently
not funded.
1.
40:56A et seq.).

The Green Acres Program assists
municipalities and counties in the acquisition of
open space for recreation and conservation
purposes, and the development of outdoor
recreation facilities. Eligible land acquisition
Addresses specific local open space
NJDEP - Green
projects include, but are not limited to, the
and recreation facility needs; the
Acres Local
purchase of natural areas, historic sites,
New Jersey
amount of public input and support
Government
conservation areas, water bodies, and open Municipalities, counties,
Assistance - Department of
during the planning process;
space for active or passive recreation
and nonprofit
Land
Environmental
consistency of the proposal with
purposes. Funding assistance is also available
organizations.
Acquisition
Protection
existing state and local planning
for park development projects that result in
and Park
objectives; project quality; clear
increased public use and enjoyment of outdoor
Development
precise project narrative.
recreation areas. Recreational facilities that
may be funded include, but are not limited to,
facilities that provide boating, fishing,
swimming, outdoor games and sports, biking,
picnicking, camping, or nature interpretation.
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For development projects to be
eligible, the local government
unit must own the land or have
a 25 year irrevocable lease or
Cathy Elliot-Shaw
use agreement (which must be
reviewed and approved by
Program funding comes from Green Acres Program
501
Green Acres in advance, if
the Garden State Preservation CM 412
possible). All proposals must
Trust, supplemented by varying East State Street, 1st
reflect established needs as
awards from federal programs Floor P.O. Box 412
such as the Land and Water Trenton, NJ 08625-0412 identified in New Jersey’s 2003
Statewide Comprehensive
Phone: (609) 984-0570
Conservation Fund.
Outdoor Recreation Plan. A
*No applications are being Fax: (609) 984-0608
accepted in 2007.
www.nj.gov/dep/greenac
summary of the Plan is
res
available upon request.
Applications are accepted
throughout the year in different
funding rounds, typically
February 15 and August 15..
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FUNDING SOURCES FOR TRAIL DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION - GRANT DESCRIPTIONS
Grant Title

Grant Source

Grant Description

Eligible Applicants

Evaluation Factors

Trail is in the NJ Trails Plan; longer
Provides monies for maintenance and
trails or connector trails are desired;
restoration of existing trails; development and
trail connects population or
rehabilitation of trailside and trailhead facilities
Public agencies at the
recreational centers; proposal is
and trail linkages for trails (e.g., parking,
New Jersey
federal, state, county,
innovative; proposal provides
NJDEP signage, shelters, sanitary facilities); purchase
National
Department of
and municipal level,
disabled access; trail provides for
and lease of trail construction and
Recreational Environmental
nonprofit organizations, more than one activity; project will
maintenance equipment; construction of new
Trails Program
Protection
and Friends of a Park restore trail; project is a partnership;
trails in existing parks or in new right of way;
group.
proposal is critical for erosion control,
for motorized use only, acquisition of
enhancement of natural features;
easement and fee simple title to property for
compatibility with landscape; and
trails.
scenic location.

The New Jersey Department of Transportation
NJDOT - Local
is committed to advancing traditional and nonAid and
traditional projects that enhance
Economic
safety, renew the aging infrastructure and
Development
support new transportation opportunities.The
Program
Transportation Trust
(Municipal Aid, New Jersey
Fund has provided the opportunity for State
Local Bikeway, Department of
assistance to local governments for the
Safe Streets to Transportation
funding of road,
Schools,
bridge, and other transportation projects.
Transit Village
These projects may include: road repairs;
and Centers of
construction of bikeways or walkways;
Place
signage; streetscape improvements;
Programs)
pedestrian safety and improvements.

States, counties, and
municipalities
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Amount Funded

Contact

Additional Comments

Larry Miller, Coordinator
NJDEP, Division of Parks
and Forestry Office of
Projects must begin within two
Maximum grant award of
years of approval date and
$25,000 for non-motorized Natural Lands
Management
grantees have three years after
projects. In 2005,
notification of award to
approximately $800,000 was PO Box 404
complete their projects.
available for projects. (Projects Trenton, NJ 08625-0404
Notifications sent out Julyare funded on an 80% federal (609) 984-1339
August of following year.
share and 20% matching share larry.miller@dep.state.nj.
Applications are due December
basis.Matching share can be in- us
kind.)
15.
http://www.state.nj.us/de
p/parksandforests/natur
al/njtrails.html

In the municipal aid program,
funds are appropriated by the
Legislature for municipalities in
each county based on a
formula contained in legislation.
Joe Jagniatkowski
The State pays 75% of the
Each program application will
Roxbury Corporate
funds at the time of bid
be evaluated independently,
Center
200 Stierli
approval and the remainder on
allowing municipalities to
Court
a reimbursement basis after
receive funding in more than
Mount Arlington, NJ
Must maintain and improve New
acceptance by the municipality
one category. A separate
07856
(973) 770Jersey's transportation infrastructure.
and the State of the work
application must be completed
5070/5068
completed. Based on the
for each program you are
http://www.state.nj.us/tra
current proposed fiscal year
applying for. Application due by
nsportation/business/loc
April 15.
2007 Capital Program, $78.75
alaid/
million will be available for
municipalities statewide.
Program levels are subject to
change before approval by
Legislature.
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FUNDING SOURCES FOR TRAIL DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION - GRANT DESCRIPTIONS
Grant Title

Grant Source

Grant Description

Eligible Applicants

This program is a comprehensive initiative of
research and grants to investigate the
relationships between transportation and
community and system preservation and
private sector-based initiatives. Planning
assistance under the TCSP is intended to
provide financial resources to States and
communities to explore integrating their
transportation programs with community
US Department preservation and environmental activities.
USDOT of
States, local
Grants will be awarded for planning activities
Transportation
Community Transportation - that will achieve this integration, meet the
governments, and
System
Federal
purposes of the program described above and metropolitan planning
Preservation
Highway
organizations.
are innovative. This may include, for example,
Program
Administration
public and private involvement activities;
improving conditions for bicycling and walking;
better and safer operation of existing roads,
signals and transit systems; development of
new types of transportation financing and landuse alternatives; development of new
programs and tools to measure success; and
the creation of new planning tools and policies
necessary to implement TCSP-related
initiatives.

Evaluation Factors

Improve the efficiency of the
transportation system; reduce the
impacts of transportation on the
environment; reduce the need for
costly future public infrastructure;
ensure efficient access to jobs;
services and centers of trade;
encourage private sector
development patterns.

Amount Funded

A total of $270 million was
authorized for this program for
FY's 2005-2007. The TCSP
Federal share is 100%. Actual
TCSP Program funding levels
can vary based on Congress'
annual appropriations.
Although activities are eligible
for full federal funding,
applicants are encouraged to
demonstrate the commitment
of non-Federal resources.
Future funding is still under
discussion.

Contact

Additional Comments

Kenneth Petty
TCSP Program Manager
Every proposal receiving
Office of Planning
planning and implementation
Phone: (202) 366-6654
grant funds must annually
Fax: (202) 493-2198
report on the status of the
kenneth.petty@fhwa.dot.
project and the degree to which
gov
the project is achieving stated
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/
goals and objectives.
tcsp/pi_tcsp.htm

Application must show that
Transportation Enhancment
funds in combination with
Funds from this program do not
committed or obligated funds
require a match, however,
Transportation related; readiness for projects with supplemental Joe Jagniatkowski
from other sources cover 100%
Provides monies for projects that are designed
construction/implementation;
of the project cost. All selected
funding will score higher in that Roxbury Corporate
NJDOT to foster more livable communties, enhance
200 Stierli
maintenance commitment;
projects must receive Federal
Transportation
criteria. Program authorizes Center
the travel experience, and support new
Any municipal or county
New Jersey
Equity Act
supplemental funds; user impact;
authorization for construction
over $200 billion to improve Court
transportation investment partnerships. The government, nonprofit
(TEA-21) Department of
Mount Arlington, NJ
regional or community benefits;
within two years of the
Nation's transportation
Program focuses on transportation projects
organization, or State
Transportation Transportation
(973) 770element of a larger plan;
announcement. Bicycle
infrastructure. There is no 07856
that will preserve and protect environmental
agency.
Enhancement
timing/urgency; economic/tourism
Transportation and Pedestrian
standard maximum award, 5070/5068
and cultural resources, and help to promote
Fund
benefit; value as a cultural/historic however, project must be worth http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ Walkways Program, Surface
alternative modes of transportation.
tea21/index.htm
resource; community support.
Transportation Program, and
at least $250,000.
*Applications are not being
Congestion Mitigation and Air
solicited for 2007.
Quality Program are all
available through this fund.
Applications are due April 10.
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FUNDING SOURCES FOR TRAIL DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION - GRANT DESCRIPTIONS
Grant Title

Grant Source

Grant Description

Eligible Applicants

Evaluation Factors

Amount Funded

The Smart Growth Progam provides grants to
Grant projects must include a process This program contributed
help municipalities with the process of
for involvement of the environmental approximately 200,000 in fiscal
comprehensive planning to create livable and
commission in both the planning and year 2006, in the form of 30
environmentally sustainable communities.
planning grants. ANJEC
execution phases and promote
Examples of suitable projects include: natural
ANJEC - Smart
Association of
Municipalities that have a balanced land use. Each proposal
awards 1-to-1 matching
resource inventories (NRI); open space plans
Growth
New Jersey
functioning
must also include specific activities for reimbursement grants of up to
Planning
and preservation programs; master plan
Environmental
public participation and public
environmental
$20,000. A municipality may
Assistance
conservation elements; brownfields or
Commissions
commission, established outreach such as press releases, provide up to 50% of its match
Grants
revitalization plans that include new open
(ANJEC)
articles, surveys, public meetings and through in-kind services, such
by an ordinance.
Program
space; bicycle/pedestrian network plans;
exhibits. Products of project must
as professional staff, elected
critical areas protection ordinances; regional
work towards protecting natural
officials, administrative staff,
plans to protect common resources
resources and towards the goal of the environmental commissions
( greenways, etc.); and other local land use
State Plan.
etc.
planning.

Kodak
American
Greenways
Awards
Program

Eastman Kodak
Company, The
Conservation
Fund, and the
National
Geographic
Society

Provides small grants to stimulate the planning
and design of greenways in communities
throughout America. Grants may be used for
activities such as: mapping, ecological
Projects are selected according to the
assessments, surveying, conferences, and
following criteria: importance of the
design activities; developing brochures,
Awards will primarily go
project to local greenway
interpretative displays, audio-visual
to local, regional, or
development efforts; demonstrated
productions or public opinion surveys; hiring
statewide nonprofit
community support for the project; The maximum grant is $2,500.
consultants, incorporating land trusts, building organizations. Public
extent to which the grant will result in However, most grants range
a foot bridge, planning a bike path, or other agencies may also apply,
from $500 to $1,500.
matching funds or other support from
however, community
creative projects. In general, grants can be
public or private sources; likelihood of
used for all appropriate expenses needed to organizations will receive
tangible results; capacity of the
preference.
complete a greenway project including
organization to complete the project.
planning, technical assistance, legal and other
costs. Grants may not be used for academic
research, general institutional support,
lobbying, or political activities.
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Contact

Association of NJ
Environmental
Comissions
Kerry Miller
Phone: (973) 539-7547
Fax: (973) 539-7713
kmiller@anjec.org
www.anjec.org

Additional Comments
Grantee municipalities have
one year to complete their
projects, and must submit
quarterly progress reports to
ANJEC.To obtain
reimbursement, a town will
need to complete all project
tasks, provide a copy of the
finished grant product to
ANJEC, and submit a final
report that summarizes the
project and documents
expenditure of all funds.
Typically, application deadline
is April 1.

Applications will only be
American Greenways
accepted online. Materials
Program Coordinator
complementing the online
1655 Fort Myer Drive
application must be sent
Suite 1300
through the mail in one packet.
Arlington, Virginia 22209Online applications and related
2156
hard copy materials must be
Phone: (703) 525-6300
received byJune 1. Applications
Fax: (703) 525-4610
or supplementary materials
greenways@conservatio
received after June 1, will not
nfund.org
be considered. A postmark
http://www.conservationf
from June 1 will not be
und.org/?article=2106
sufficient.
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FUNDING SOURCES FOR TRAIL DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION - GRANT DESCRIPTIONS
Grant Title

Grant Source

Grant Description

This program provides matching grants to
States and local governments for the
acquisition and development of public outdoor
recreation areas and facilities. The program is
intended to create and maintain a nationwide
US Department legacy of high quality recreation areas and
Land and
Water
of the Interior facilities and to stimulate non-federal
Conservation National Park investments in the protection and maintenance
Fund
of recreation resources across the United
Service
States. Over 37,000 grants to states and
localities have been approved under the
LWCF grants program for acquisition,
development and planning of outdoor
recreation opportunities in the United States.

This program makes financing and funding
Essex County
available to communities to implement local
Open Space County of Essex
plans for open space and recreation where the
Trust Fund
- Open Space
community has committed local funding and
Local Aid
Trust Fund
the plan relieves local dependence on County
Program
facilites.

Eligible Applicants

Evaluation Factors

Amount Funded

State and local
governments.

Grant projects must assist in
accomplishing the overall purpose of
the LCWF program; relate to
statewide comprehensive outdoor
recreation plan; have the ability to
match grant award; provide
recreation uses more appropriately
administered by a public agency
rather than a private enterprise;
provide for adequate operation and
management of the proposed project
area. (All grant applications submitted
must be in accord with the more
specific priorities listed in its state's
action plan.)

All states receive individual
allocations of grant funds
based on a national formula.
Applicants must be able to
match funding amount. Since
the inception of the program in
1965, annual appropriations to
the Fund have ranged from a
high of $369 million in 1979 to
four years of zero funding
between 1996 and 1999. For
FY 2006, the Interior
Appropriation Act allocated
$27,994,976 for States Grants.

Acquisition of lands for outdoor
The amount funded for the
Any of the 22
recreation or conservation purposes;
County Trust Fund is variable
municipalities in the
development of lands acquired for
depending upon the amount
County of Essex, as well outdoor recreation or conservation
approved by the County
as qualified charitable purposes; acquisition of farmland for
Freeholder Board in that
conservancies, and joint farmland preservation purposes;
calendar year. The County
application of two or
historic preservation of historic
anticipates allocating
more Essex County properties, structures, facilities, sites,
approximately $3,000,000
municipalities
areas or objects for historic
annually.
preservation purpose.

Township of Livingston Trails and Greenways Plan - July 2007

Contact

Additional Comments

Since 1972, the County of
Morris has received more than
$3,042,717 in grant monies
from this program. The benefits
of the Land and Water
N.J. Green Acres
Conservation Fund extend
Program
beyond park and recreation
Dept. of Environmental
facility construction and open
Protection
space
Trenton, NJ 08625-0412
acquisition. The Fund also
Phone: (609) 984-0535
http://www.nps.gov/ncrc/ plays a major stewardship role,
ensuring the integrity and
programs/lwcf/
recreational quality
of Fund-assisted parks and
conservation lands, now and
for future generations.
Essex County
As of May 2007, the County
Dept. of Parks,
Recreation, and Cultural had awareded $5,969,525.
The County goal is to provide a
Affairs
one for three match (a 25%
115 Clifton Avenue
Newark, NJ 07103
match) for acquisition projects
Phone: (973) 268-3517
and a 50% match for
http://www.essexdevelopment projects.
countynj/org/p/index.php
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FUNDING SOURCES FOR TRAIL DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION - GRANTS CALENDAR
January

February

NJDEP Applicant will receive
Environmental
notification that
Services Program
complete application
*No funding in
has been received.
2007

NJDEP - Green
Acres Local
Government
Assistance - Land
Acquisition and
Park Development
*Applications are
not being
solicited in 2007

March

April

Decisions announced
March 15.

Applications for
spring funding round
due on February 15.

NJDEP - National
Recreational
Trails Program

Township of Livingston Trails and Greenways Plan - July 2007

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

Request certified
copy (sealed by the
municipal clerk) of
the ordinance
Committee to
creating the
Present grant
research sites for
Present draft grant
environmental
Meet with municipal
Application due
application to
new trail construction
application and
commission and a
Download grant
engineer to discuss
December 1. Exact
township council for
or for projects that
project proposal to
letter of commitment
and develop possible application packet
due date is subject
review and comment.
initiate and/or
township council for
from the governing
project areas and
from internet.
Prepare draft grant
to change from year
expand the
review and
body stating that if
schematic drawing.
application and
to year
community in a
comments.
the grant is awarded,
project proposal.
sustainable way.
matching funds
would be made
available (both to be
attached to the
application).

Committee to
research possible
project ideas and
sites.

Download grant
application packet
Begin gathering
from internet. Meet
necessary maps,
with municipal
permits, and other
engineer to discuss
necessary
and develop possible documentation for
project areas and
project application.
schematic drawing.

Present draft grant
Present grant
application to
application to
township council for
township council for
review and
review and comment.
comments.

Receive grant
application packet.
Present grant
Meet with municipal
Present draft grant
Application due
Call NJDEP if packet
Committee to
application to
application to
December 15. Exact
not received. Begin
research sites for engineer to discuss
Request grant
township council for
township council for due date is subject
gethering necessary
new trail construction and develop possible
application packet.
review and comment.
or maintenance/
project areas and
review and
to change from year
maps, permits, and
Prepare draft grant
restoration work.
schematic drawing.
comments.
to year.
other necessary
application.
documentation for
project application.
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FUNDING SOURCES FOR TRAIL DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION - GRANTS CALENDAR
January
NJDOT - Local
Aid and
Economic
Development
Program
(Municipal Aid,
Local Bikeway,
Safe Streets to
Schools, Transit
Village and
Centers of Place
Programs)
USDOT Transportation
Community
System
Preservation
Program (Due to
uncertainty of
funding, no
calendar or
application
deadline has been
provided.)

February

March

April

Download application
packet from internet
Present grant
Present draft grant Application due by
website (SA-96 form,
application to
application to
April 15. Exact due
location map, and township council for
township council for date is subject to
accompanying forms review and comment.
review and
change from year to
for specific program Prepare draft grant
comments.
year.
application.
you are applying for
must be completed).

Contact FHWA to
find out if the
program will be
funded for the
current year.

Committee to
research sites for
development of new
trails and bikeways
or sites that need
maintenance and
restoration of
existing trails and
bikeways.

May

June

July

Committee to
research possible
projects and project
areas.

August

September

October

Meet with municipal
engineer to discuss
and develop possible
project areas and
schematic drawing.

November

December

Finalize project(s) for
grant application.

Meet with municipal
engineer to discuss
and develop possible
project areas and
schematic drawing.
Project applications
are due March 30th
2007.

Present draft grant
NJDOT application to
Transportation
Application due
Present grant
township council for
Equity Act (TEAbefore 4:00 PM on
Receive grant
application to
review and
21) April 10. Exact due
application packet. township council for comments. Obtain
Transportation
date is subject to
resolution of
Enhancement Call NJDOT if packet review and comment.
change from year to
Prepare draft grant endorsement from
not received.
Fund
year. (Submit ten
*Applications are
application.
appropriate
copies).
not being
governing body to
solicited in 2007
include in application.

Township of Livingston Trails and Greenways Plan - July 2007

Meet with municipal
engineer to discuss
and develop possible
project areas and
Committee to
schematic drawing.
research possible
NJDOT requires the
projects and project
use of licensed
areas.
professionals in the
design and
construction of the
projects.

Begin researching
and obtaining all
necessary
environmental and
construction permits
required for project
for inclusion in
application. After
Meet with township
application
council to discuss
submissionproposed project
Applicants will be
ideas and areas.
notified if their
proposal has been
selected and invited
to a meeting with
DOT staff to learn
more about the
Implementation and
Authorization
Process.

Request grant
application packet.
Prepare project
schedule with dates
to start and complete
each phase of work
for attachment to
application.
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FUNDING SOURCES FOR TRAIL DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION - GRANTS CALENDAR
January

February

March

April

Compile one-year
work plan of
schedule of tasks
and individuals who
will complete them
Present grant
and obtain letter of
ANJEC - Smart
application to
support from
Application due
Growth Planning
township council for
environmental
Assistance Grants
review and comment. March 30th, by 5pm.
commission/open
Program
Prepare draft grant
space committee.(will
application.
be included in
application).
Download grant
application packet
from internet site.

Kodak American Present project ideas
to township council
Greenways
for discussion.
Awards Program

Essex County Present project ideas
Open Space Trust to township council
for discussion.
Fund

Application period
begins. Download
application from
internet.

Approach landowner
to determine
willingness to sell
property for
conservation

May

June

July

August

Submit application
online and mail
accompanying
Application period
materials (ensure
ends. Applications
that all application are due on June 1.
materials will be
received by June 1).

Complete an
appraisal of the
property

Township of Livingston Trails and Greenways Plan - July 2007

October

Committee to
research possible
projects (plan, report,
study, ordinance,
etc.)

Successful applicants
will be notified of
their award.

Present draft grant
application to
township council for
review and
comments.

September

Present project to
township council for
recommendations
and approval

November

December

Meet with town
council to discuss
possible grant
projects.

Identify a project
team, consultant,
and other key
individuals (will be
included in
application).

Grant notifications
will be made by mail
in early August.

Committee to
research possible
projects. Meet with
engineer to formulate
plans.

Application forms
sent to municipalities
Applications due to
and interested
Essex County
charitable
conservancies

Presentations to
County Advisory
Board. Essex County
Advisory Board
completes review of
applications and
submits
recommendation to
County Executive

County to advise
applicants of any
incomplete items

County Advisory
Board reviews
completed
applications
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APPENDIX A – Trail Resources*

Carol Heaney Nature Trail Information and Trail Map
East Hills Park Trail Map
Historic Trail Information and Trail Map
Historic Trail Hike-Troop 16 Information and Trail Map
Lenape Trail
Prospect Park Trail Map
Riker Hill Map
West Essex Park Trail Map

* The accompanying maps and trail descriptions were developed for the Township of Livingston
by a variety of individual organizations over the past few years. The maps and narratives
presented in this report are the most current ones available and are included for planning purposes
only.

EAST HILLS PARK
FIT-TRAIL
DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS
LIVINGSTON, NEW JERSEY

Fit-Trail is designed to develop total fitness. This means combining Cardiovascular
Conditioning, Flexibility, and Muscle-Tone. Fit-Trail balances those essential elements
to maximize the training effect benefits.
The introductory station at the start of the course has three signs to explain how to use
this course.
Each station along this course has one or more exercises and the 20 stations are numbered
on the map. The actual stations are marked only with the exercise(s) and the consecutive
number(s) of those exercises to be performed at the 20 stations. Care should be taken to
do the exercise consecutively by number, especially in the areas where the trail doubles
back on itself and exercise stations are doubled up.

LIVINGSTON HISTORICAL HIKE - 10 Miles
TROOP 16
Information for this trail was taken primarily from two documents:
a) The Livingston Historical Society "Livingston Historical Trail".
b) The Township of Livingston 175th anniversary commemorative booklet.

The hike begins at the Force Home on
S. Livingston Avenue. This is now the
headquarters of the Livingston
Historical Society.

1
Force House
Located at 366 S. Livingston Avenue, the Force House was believed to have been built by
Theophelous Ward between 1745 and 1748. At that time the house consisted of a single large
room with a fireplace on the west side and the attic above. In 1777, Samuel Force of FrenchHuguenot origins purchased the house. In 1796 Samuel Force gave sixty acres of the original
Ward farm with the house to his son Thomas. Thomas was born in 1758 and served in the
Revolutionary War. He was captured and held prisoner of war on the British ship "Jersey".
After the war Thomas settled in the house with his wife and raised ten children. The larger
section of the house was added about 1825. Thomas Force was a member of the Northfield
Baptist Church and a deacon for forty years. He died in 1827 at the age of 69.
The home has been restored by the Livingston Historical Society and is listed in the State and
National Registers of Historic Places.
2
Force Saw Mill Dam
Across S. Livingston Avenue and beyond the trees, the stone foundations of the dam may still be
seen on either side of Canoe Brook. The dam was used to run a saw mill which is believed to
have been built about 1745 by Theophelous Ward. The mill was used to cut lumber for the early
settlers in the area. In May of 1816, Thomas Force's eighteen-month-old grandson fell through
the mill and died. The mill was never used again.
Proceed South on S. Livingston Avenue past St. Philomena's Roman Catholic Church.
3
Orange House for the Aged
In the rear of St. Philomena's church stands a two story stone building built in 1903, which is
now used by Aquinas Academy and is called McCann Hall. This building was once a home for
the needy aged of the city of Orange, NJ during the depression years of the 1930's. In 1951, the
Catholic Archdiocese of Newark purchased the home and 45 acres. The old Catholic Church on
Northfield Road was demolished in 1955 and since then all activities of St. Philomena's Catholic
Church are conducted at this location. The present St. Philomena's Church was dedicated in
1972. During construction, masses were held in the building that is now the Parish Center.
Continue South on S. Livingston Avenue to the corner of Northfield Road.

4
Roosevelt School
On the Northwest corner of S. Livingston Avenue and Northfield Road is the Roosevelt Plaza, an
office building with various shops on the first floor. This building is the former Roosevelt
School, an elementary school built in1926 and closed by the Livingston Board of Education in
1975 because of decreased enrollment. Prior to the Roosevelt School, there were three school
buildings located at this intersection. This area was known as Canoe Brook and the first school
was built on this site approximately 1782. It was a meeting place for the Northfield Baptist
Congregation and was called the Canoe Brook School Society. The cornerstone of the old first
school was used in the new school. In 1812, the original stone building was removed and a new
frame schoolhouse was built directly across the intersection where Sam's Department Store is
now located.
5
Northfield Baptist Church
In April 1786, the Canoe Brook Baptist Society was formed. Canoe Brook at this time was part
of the Township of Newark. The Society built a one-room building at the northeast corner of
the intersection of Canoe Brook Road (now S. Livingston Avenue) and Newark to Hanover Road
(now Northfield Road). Lumber for the building came from the Thomas Force Saw Mill. The
building was used as a school and also the Baptist Society meeting place.
A new building was erected in 1860 but it was destroyed by fire in 1940, after which the present
brick edifice was constructed.
Turn right and proceed west on Northfield Road.
6
Northfield Baptist Church Cemetery
This cemetery is located on the north side of Northfield Road about seven hundred feet west of
Livingston Avenue. Some time after 1790, Moses Edwards gave an acre of ground to the Baptist
Society for this burial ground. The oldest stone in the cemetery is that of Desire, the daughter of
Moses Edwards. His wife, Desire Meeker Edwards died in 1793 and is also buried near the west
side of the cemetery.
Also buried here are:
Three pastors of Northfield Baptist Church, seven revolutionary
war soldiers including Abner Ball, Epaphras Cook, Anthony
King, and Jonathan Meeker, one soldier from the French and
Indian war, five Civil War soldiers and one World War II
soldier.
7
Newman's Hall
At 201 West Northfield Road stands a home on the south side of the street. This was originally
known as Newman's Hall where on Saturday nights in the mid 1920's, the local people came to
dance.
In 1925, the Catholic Mission Society was formed and leased the hall for Sunday mass under the
leadership of Father J. J. McEnery. The new Catholic Church flourished and in 1928 moved to
a new stucco Spanish mission style church just west of Northfield Center.
These were the forerunners of the present St. Philomena's Church.

Continue west on West Northfield Road, passing Dubrow's Garden Center, Temple Emanuel,
and the Livingston Presbyterian Church. At the bottom of the hill you will pass the Livingston
Fire Department. This is the area that was known as Squiertown. Continue around the south side
of the traffic circle, across Eisenhower Parkway. Just past the auto sound store, turn slight left
and proceed north on Old Road (dead ended at traffic circle).
8
Masonic Lodge
Located at 2 Old Road is the former Olivet Congregational
Christian Church which was founded in 1880 as a Presbyterian
chapel. Its most recent use has been a Masonic Lodge.
9
Squiertown School
The large stone building several hundred feet up Old Road was an elementary school, which was
closed many years ago. It is now the home of the Horizon School (a private school).
Continue west on Old Road to the corner of Walnut Street. Turn Left and proceed south on
Walnut Street past the Cedar Hill Country Club golf course on the right side.
10

Gilbert Squier House and Anderson Squier House
On the corner of Walnut Street and Squire Court, the Gilbert Squier
House was built around 1750. It was demolished in 1976.
The Anderson Squier House built circa 1800 still stands today across
the street at 144 Walnut St.

Continue south on Walnut Street across Eisenhower Parkway. About ½ mile further, at the
corner of West Hobart Gap Road is the Livingston United Methodist Church.
11
Livingston Mall
Just south on Walnut Street is the Livingston Mall. A side trip for refreshments or bathroom
facilities may be in order here.
Retrace your steps from the mall back to the intersection of Walnut and West Hobart Gap Road.
Proceed east on West Hobart Gap Road for a brief way almost to the corner of Hillside Avenue.
12
Kent Stevens Spurr Collins House
Originally located next to the Methodist Church, this colonial style main building at 264 West
Hobart Gap Road was moved to this site by Andrew Miller Kent in 1887. In the 1930’s it was
the home of Joseph James Spurr II, Chairman of the governing body, then known as the
Livingston Township Committee and subsequently was the home of Councilman and Mayor
John Collins.
Turn left onto Hillside Avenue. Continue north on Hillside Avenue past Foxcroft Drive.
Heritage Middle School can be seen just down Foxcroft Drive.

13
West Essex Hospital
On the west side of Hillside Avenue, you will pass the new Livingston Township
Senior/Community Center which opened in 2004. This site was for many years the location of
the West Essex Hospital. This later became a satellite facility of Saint Barnabas Hospital but
was abandoned and left vacant for many years before the Township of Livingston acquired the
property for the Community Center.
Public restrooms are available in the center.
Continue north on Hillside Avenue across West Northfield Road.

14
Littell Farm House
At 124 Hillside Avenue stood the Littell Farm House built around 1740. It was a two-room,
two-story home located on a farm, which extended from the current Livingston High School to
the Route 10 traffic circle. The front yard was famous for its garden and fishpond. Many of the
trees and bushes were over 200 years old. Unfortunately, the house was razed a few years ago.
15
Rathbun House
At 103 Hillside Avenue, the Rathbun House was built in 1878. A
two-story building located in the back of the house was moved to
the north side of the property and made into a house. The upstairs
was used as a carpenter's shop and the downstairs was a storeroom
for tools and firewood.
Continue north past the Hillside Elementary School.
16
Ely Cemetery
On the west side of Hillside Avenue is the private burial ground of the Ely family. It was
established by Captain William Ely around 1777. The earliest graves are those of Captain Ely's
daughter Elizabeth, her second husband Frederich Jones, and her infant son, Benni. In 1864,
Ambrose Ely constructed the stone wall around the cemetery. Captain William Ely, his wife,
and most of his children and descendants are buried here.
Continue across and turn left on Mt. Pleasant Avenue.
17
Ely House
Still standing just west of Hillside Avenue on Mt Pleasant Avenue
is the home, which was constructed in 1811 by Moses Ely. This
home replaced the first one built by Captain Ely and was remodeled
in 1875 to its present size of twelve rooms and two and one half
baths. Moses' son, Smith Ely became Mayor of New York City in
1877 and used this home as his summer residence. Smith Ely's
political career also included terms in the New York Senate, US
Congress, and Commissioner of Parks for the City of New York. He died in 1911 and is buried
in the Ely Cemetery.

The Ely House was slated for demolition and construction of four new homes on the property.
Quick action by the township authorities saved the house, although three new homes were still
built at the rear of the property.
Return back to Hillside Avenue and continue north for about 1/3 mile. Turn right and proceed
west on Mayhew Drive to the end where it meets with N. Ashby Avenue. Turn left entering the
National Little League facility. Pass between the fields and take the path to the right beyond
the main playing field. This path leads to Madison Court. Turn left past the Northland Pool.
Madison Court ends at Bryant Drive. Turn right onto Bryant Drive and proceed a short distance
to N. Livingston Avenue.
Turn right again and proceed south on N. Livingston Avenue past the Harrison Elementary
School.
18
Grannis –Rousch House
At 135 N Livingston Avenue at the northwest corner of
Congressional Parkway stands Grannis-Rousch House. Turn the
corner and take notice of the stone foundation.

Continue south on N. Livingston Avenue.
19
DeCamp House
At 73 N. Livingston Avenue stands the DeCamp House built circa
1912. It was the former home of the family that owned the stage
coach line which ultimately became the DeCamp Bus Company.

Proceed south toward Livingston Center at the intersection of Mt Pleasant Avenue. This
historical corner is now the site of the Livingston Town Center consisting of residential,
commercial, and retail development.

20

The Federated Church of Livingston
In 1851, the Livingston Baptist Society was formed with the intention to separate
from the Northfield Baptist Church and locate a Baptist Church at Livingston
Center. The church was built by William Meeker in 1853. In 1978 the
Livingston Baptist Church combined with the Olivet Congregational Church to
form the present Federated Church of Livingston.

21
Federated Church Parsonage
In 1867 William Watson donated his home to the Federated Church and in 1870 it was moved to
its present site to be used as a parsonage. The building is believed to have originally been built
around 1800 where it was located about 1/4 mile west on Mt Pleasant Avenue.
22
Livingston Baptist Church Cemetery
The Cemetery property was set aside in 1851 in the rear of the church.
One of the earliest graves was that of Elizabeth Force Teed, wife of
Parker Teed. Many of the Teed family are buried here. Livingston
Center was originally settled by the Teed family and became known as
Teedtown.
23
Samo's Tavern
On the southwest corner of Livingston Avenue and Mt Pleasant Avenue is the site of a colonial
tavern and stagecoach stop. The original structure was built in 1765 by William Ely Jr, son of
Captain Ely. The building was probably sold to Isaac Samo in 1812. It was here in Samo's
Tavern that the first meeting of the Township of Livingston was held to organize the new
community. The tavern had numerous owners until 1867 when it was purchased by the Harrison
family and was used as a private home until it was demolished in 1906.

24
Harrison's General Store
The building standing on the southeast corner of Livingston Avenue and
Mt Pleasant Avenue was built by Rufus Harrison in 1904 replacing a
1770's building owned by the Ely family. About 1850, Rufus Harrison
purchased the store from the Ely family and his son Amos took over in
the 1870's. It was a general store until 1932 and was then used by the
Livingston National Bank until 1954. It was recently remodeled and
today is a real estate office.
Continue South on S. Livingston Avenue
25
Fletcher House
The Fletcher house was located at 78 S. Livingston Avenue. It was built between 1900 and 1908
by the Vincent family, related to the Fletcher's. The Fletcher's lived there for many years.
26
Ochs House
At 182 Livingston Avenue, stood the home of George Ochs which was built in 1908. He gathered
all of the stone for the house from his own land. In designing West Cedar Street, Mr. Ochs
wished to have a driveway, which could not have been accomplished if East Cedar Street were to
continue in a straight line. Thus the offset in the two streets as they intersect with S. Livingston
Avenue. The property is now a mini-mall.

27
Central School
On the southeast corner of S. Livingston Avenue and East Cedar
Street stands a new Commerce Bank building. This site was
originally the Central School built in 1913 with tall Grecian columns
in front. It was used as an elementary school until 1930 when it
became Central Junior School. The building was sold in 1968 and
remodeled as an office building. The splendid architecture of the
building was lost when it was demolished to make room for the
bank.
Continue south on Livingston Avenue past the Grace Lutheran Church, YMCA, Livingston
Library, Police Station, Town Hall, and High School. .
28
Livingston Memorial Park
Located in front of the High School and the Memorial Park Oval are a variety of War Memorials
and Monuments dedicated to those Livingston residents who lost their lives in the service of our
nation.
Continue south on S. Livingston Avenue past the Gazebo and returning to the Force Home where
you began.

Edited 9/06
M. J. Ladolcetta
Edited 4/07
Trails & Greenways Committee

APPENDIX B – Public Meeting Information

Public Meeting
October 30, 2006

Regional Workshop
January 25, 2007

Public Hearing
April 23, 2007

Public Meeting
July 11, 2007

Livingston Trails & Greenways Plan
Public Input Meeting
October 30, 2006
•

Introduction and opening remarks

•

Overview
o Explain the trails plan
o Discuss how the trails will benefit the community
o Describe various trail types

•

Introduce Map / Audience comments and suggestions
o Audience input:
 what are your needs regarding types of trails: (walking/hiking,
bicycling trails or bicycle lanes on roads, handicapped
 types of connections: where do you want to be able to walk to
(neighborhoods, parks, schools, historic areas, shopping areas)
 what are your concerns?
 where are the existing trails you use?
 where do you want new trails?

•

Ask residents to place stickers next to trail initiatives they favor and close the
meeting

Suggestions from October 30, 2006
Trails & Greenways Plan Public Meeting

1. Trails that can accommodate snowshoeing and cross-country skiing (5)*.
2. Use the PSE&G north-south power line as part of the trail system. The company
owns this property – it doesn’t just hold an easement – so they can grant permission for it
to be used by the town (1).
3. The license for the Lenape Trail along the east-west power line expires next year.
Attention should be given to making sure this license is renewed (0).
4. A foot bridge should be constructed over the stream to connect the Northfield Court
area to the Collins School neighborhood (5).
5. Becker Park trails – are there ways to connect Livingston with Roseland and Nob Hill
into the park (2)?
6. There is a need for more shoulders on roadways for long-distance bicyclists (1).
7. Bike lanes and better shoulders along with a “share-the-road” campaign with better
signage should be a goal (11).
8. Connect the two sections of Martin Road or West Oakwood (0).
9. Canoe/kayak launch at Okner Park (9).
10. Better opportunities for bike parking at commuter lots – bike racks, etc. (0).
11. More bike racks at the library, pool, community center, Pathmark, shopping areas,
town center, etc. (4).
12. Better signage on paths in parks – direction signs, location maps, mileage markers,
points of interest, nature interpretive signs (7).
13. Fix sidewalks along Livingston Avenue (2).
14. Paths through Vere Terrace (1).
15. Footbridge on Sherbrook (due spring 2007) (1).
16. Greenway along Canoe Brook (2).
17. Revisit dog ordinance for trails (4).

*(..) Number in parenthesis indicates the number of responses at the public meeting.

18. Access from back of East Hills Park (off Grasmere Court) (2).
19. Footbridge connecting Wardell to Livingston Avenue (4).
20. West Orange received a grant to build a branch path off the Lenape Trail. A regional
map (with West Orange) could garner significant grant funds (4).
21. Look at Paper Streets (1).
22. Trail overpass – Livingston to East Hanover.
23. Mileage markers (with different routes & mileage marked out: a 2-mile route, a 4mile route, etc.) (2). This is similar to #12.

Livingston Trails & Greenways Plan
Public Input Meeting
Monday, October 30, 2006 at 8:30 p.m.
In Livingston Town Hall
Council Chambers
357 S. Livingston Avenue
Livingston, NJ 07039
The Township of Livingston is developing a Trails &
Greenways Plan to link parks, neighborhoods, schools, historic
sites and shopping areas with local and regional trails.
Purpose of meeting: We want to hear your suggestions and
ideas for hiking and biking in the community.
Residents will be able to view a municipal map and suggest
future trail locations and have their questions answered
regarding the Trails & Greenways Plan that is being developed.
For more information contact Renee Resky at the
Livingston Town Hall (973) 535-7957 ext 20
or
Barbara Davis at Morris Land Conservancy (973) 541-1010
bhdavis@morrislandconservancy.org

Township of Livingston
Trails and Greenway Plan
Regional Workshop
Livingston Senior Community Center
Township of Livingston
January 25, 2007 – 8:00 pm
Hosted by
Mayor and the Township Council
and
Livingston Open Space Committee
Livingston Environmental Commission

AGENDA
8:00

Welcome – Township Councilwoman Arlene A Johnson
Introduction to Greenway and Trails Plan
Renee Resky, Township of Livingston Trails Committee

8:15

9:15

Draft Greenway and Trails Plan
Discussion Facilitated by Morris Land Conservancy
Barbara Heskins Davis, Morris Land Conservancy
•

Group Introductions

•

Presentation of Draft Trails Map

•

Presentation of Regional Map

•

Garden State Greenways

•

Discussion – regional connections and trail linkages

Conclusion and Next Steps

APPENDIX C – Survey and Survey Analysis

September 2006 Survey

September 2006 Online Survey Results

December 2006 Trails Greenways Plan Goals Survey

February 2007 Online Survey Results

Livingston Trails and Greenways Plan Survey
The purpose of this survey is to aid the development of a Trails/Greenways Plan for the Township of
Livingston. The Plan will be used by the municipality to identify and design a trails system to link
neighborhoods to parks and to propose a network of interconnected “green spaces” through a system of
preserved greenways in the Township. The design and establishment of a network of multi-use trails
and pathways will connect residents, both within and outside of the Township, to the rich array of
preserved lands and parks in the Township and region. The proposed trails will be accessible to hikers
and, where appropriate, bicyclists, and will create greenways that connect neighborhoods to schools,
recreational areas and parks, shopping areas, preserved natural areas, historic and cultural sites, and
regional trail systems.
Throughout this survey the terms “trail” refers to a track through a wooded area, whereas “pathway”
refers to a sidewalk or paved walkway.
Please check all the applicable boxes for each of the following questions.

1. What type of trail/pathway activities do you enjoy?
 Biking
Hiking
 Walking
Running
 Bird watching
 In-line skating
2. What are your primary reasons for using trails/pathways?
 Exercise
 Recreation
 Travel
3. How often do you use a trail or pathway?
Daily
Monthly
Weekly
Never
4. If Livingston put in a trails/pathway system would you and your children exercise more?
Yes
No
5. Which of the following do you live closest to?
Cedar Hill Country Club
 Harrison Elementary School
Livingston High School
 Livingston Mall
Mt. Pleasant Middle School
 Riker Hill Elementary School
6. Do you feel there are adequate trail facilities in your neighborhood for either recreation or as an
alternate to driving purposes?
Yes
No
7. Which of the following would encourage you to use trails and pathways?
Better access to trails
More trail connections
Better signage to identify trail locations
Restroom facilities
More information on bicycle/pedestrian commuting
More paved paths
More unpaved paths
More information on specific routes to popular destinations

8. On a scale of 1 to 10 with 10 being the highest, how would you rate the existing trails and pathways
in Livingston? ____

9. What specific trail/pathway(s) in Livingston are your favorite(s)? Why?

______________________________________________________________________________

10. How do you learn about what trails/pathways to visit/use?

Additional Comments:___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Name (Optional)_____________________________
Address (Optional) ______________________________________________________________
Email Address (Optional)_________________________________________________________
For more information you can contact Renee Resky of the Trails & Greenways Committee at (973)
535-7957 Ext 20 or by email at rresky@livingstonnj.org or Paula McGovern (973) 994-9007 or
mcgovernpm@conmcast.net.
Please return this survey to:
Livingston Trails & Greenways Committee
Livingston Town Hall
357 S. Livingston Avenue
Livingston, NJ 07039

Livingston Trails & Greenways Plan Survey
Description:
Total Responses: 40
Report Time: 10/29/2006 3:45:22 AM
Report For: All Pages
Question: 1. What type of trail/pathway activities do you enjoy?
23 Total Response(s)
Response: In-line Skating
1 Response(s) 4.5 %
Response: Walking
18 Response(s)
Response: Fitness/Exercise
12 Response(s)
Response: Running
14 Response(s)
Response: Hiking
14 Response(s)
Response: Biking
16 Response(s)
Response: Bird Watching
7 Response(s)

78.3 %
52.2 %
60.9 %
60.9 %
69.6 %
30.4 %

Question: 2. What are your primary reasons for using trails/pathways?
22 Total Response(s)
Response: Exercise
20 Response(s)
Response: Recreation
20 Response(s)
Response: Travel
4 Response(s)

90.1 %
90.1 %
18.2 %

Question: 3. How often do you use a trail or pathway?

Township of Livingston Trails and Greenway Plan – September 2006 Survey Results

1

21 Total Response(s)
Response: Monthly
7 Response(s)
Response: Never
4 Response(s)
Response: Weekly
6 Response(s)
Response: Daily
4 Response(s)

33.3 %
19.0 %
28.6 %
19.0 %

Question: 4. If Livingston put in a trails/pathway system would you and your children
exercise more?
22 Total Response(s)
Response: Yes
22 Response(s)

100 %

Question: 5. Which of the following do you live closest to?
22 Total Response(s)
Response: Livingston Mall
2 Response(s)
9.0 %
Response: Mt. Pleasant Middle School
6 Response(s)
27.3 %
Response: Harrison Elementary School
6 Response(s)
27.3 %
Response: Riker Hill Elementary School
2 Response(s)
9.0 %
Response: Cedar Hill Country Club
1 Response(s) 4.5 %
Response: Livingston High School
5 Response(s)
22.3 %

Question: 6. Do you feel there are adequate trail facilities in your neighborhood for
either recreation or as an alternate to driving purposes?
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21 Total Response(s)
Response: No
19 Response(s)
Response: Yes
2 Response(s)

90.5 %
9.5 %

Question: 7. Which of the following would encourage you to use trails and pathways?
23 Total Response(s)
Response: More information on bicycle/pedestrian commuting
8 Response(s)
34.8 %
Response: Better access to trails
16 Response(s)
69.6 %
Response: Better signage to identify trail locations
18 Response(s)
78.3 %
Response: More trail connections
18 Response(s)
78.3 %
Response: More paved paths
11 Response(s)
47.8 %
Response: More information on specific routes to popular destinations
8 Response(s)
34.8 %
Response: More unpaved paths
8 Response(s)
34.8 %
Response: Restroom facilities
3 Response(s)
13.0 %

Question: 8. On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the highest, how would you rate the
existing trails and pathways in Livingston?
17 Total Response(s)
Response: 2
4 Response(s)
Response: 1
4 Response(s)
Response: 5
2 Response(s)
Response: 4

23.5 %
23.5 %
11.7 %
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5 Response(s)
Response: 7
1 Response(s)
Response: 3
1 Response(s)

29.4 %
5.9 %
5.9 %

Question: 9. What specific trail/pathway(s) in Livingston are your favorite(s), and why?
17 Total Response(s)
Response: near Heritage Middle School. Well built bridges and they are safe.
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
Response: are there any?
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
Response: The only one I know about is the Oval and I'm not sure that constitutes a
trail/pathway
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
Response: To be honest, other that the trail near the dog park, I wasn't aware that there
were any nature trails in Livingston. I usually go out of town for nature walks and to go
birding.
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
Response: None. Reasons: Trails are not connected. No paved paths. Not long enough
of trails. Not for family biking. No drinking water fountains. If we can fix all these. We
will be able to move from rating of 1 to 10 eventually.
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
Response: 1
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
Response: i WAS NOT AWARE THAT THERE WERE TRAIL/PATHWAYS IN
LIVINGSTON. iT SEEMS THIS IS VERY POORLY PUBLICISED.
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
Response: Recently did a 10 mile hike thru town with Scouts. Historical places around
town. Hike and info provided by township historical society. Not aware of anything else
- cant find info on the web site.
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
Response: None
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
Response: Riker Hill School
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
Response: West Essex Water Trail (Passaic River).
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
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Response: Never been on the trail/pathway in Livingston
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
Response: biking trail and running trail. so that we don't have to bike/run on the road.
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
Response: Woods behind Livingston HS and path at end of Madonna since closest to
our home
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
Response: None at present
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
Response: the part of Lenape trail off Livingston avenue near 280. good riding
1 Response(s)
5.9 %
Response: I use the oval, Littell's Pond, and the path going up to Hillside School from
S. Ashby most often, although I wouldn't say they're my "favorites". I just use them
most often.
1 Response(s)
5.9 %

Question: 10. How do you learn about what trails/pathways to visit/use?
13 Total Response(s)
Response: Accidentally and unintentionally find them.
1 Response(s)
7.7 %
Response: newspaper
1 Response(s)
7.7 %
Response: signs, brochures, newspaper, web site
1 Response(s)
7.7 %
Response: For Livingston's trails, I don't think there is enough information about trails.
But the trails are not in the shape that we can promote more usage anyway. I always go
to different towns in NJ to have family biking / walking.
1 Response(s)
7.7 %
Response: TRIBUNE DIRECTED ME TO THIS HIDDEN WEBSITE
1 Response(s)
7.7 %
Response: Scouts and home page info today.
1 Response(s)
7.7 %
Response: I saw a booklet at the Senior Community Center
1 Response(s)
7.7 %
Response: Livingston Treasures. Great Resource!
1 Response(s)
7.7 %
Response: township newsletter, www.livingstonnj.org
1 Response(s)
7.7 %
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Response: Word of mouth, driving around and internet
1 Response(s)
7.7 %
Response: Exploration
1 Response(s)
7.7 %
Response: friends
1 Response(s)
7.7 %
Response: Word of mouth or just happening upon them.
1 Response(s)
7.7 %

Question: Additional Comments
12 Total Response(s)
Response: It's about time.
1 Response(s)
8.3 %
Response: we would love a safe bike trail in Livingston where we can bike ride without
automobile traffic
1 Response(s)
8.3 %
Response: I would like to help and participate in this initiative. This is my area of
interest to improve quality of life in Livingston. Please email me the contacts so I can
see if I can lend some helps.
1 Response(s)
8.3 %
Response: do not know about pathways
1 Response(s)
8.3 %
Response: I EXPLORE THE SEMI-WILD SPACE ON SHREWSBURY WITH MY 5
YEAR OLD SON. SOMEONE TRIED TO MARK PATHS AND BRIDGES BUT
SEEMS NOTHING CAME OF THAT.
1 Response(s)
8.3 %
Response: Scout groups would be a great resource to help build usable trails in town.
Scouts (boys and girls) can always use small community service projects.
1 Response(s)
8.3 %
Response: I'm very glad the township is considering this sort of program
1 Response(s)
8.3 %
Response: more open space please!
1 Response(s)
8.3 %
Response: Many of the existing pathways are in need of repair and should be widened
where possible
1 Response(s)
8.3 %
Response: What good are trails if you cannot cross a street? Streets in Livingston are
not walker friendly. If plan includes slowing traffic so hikers etc can cross I am all for
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it. Otherwise it is a waste of time.
1 Response(s)
8.3 %
Response: we need more trails and better access. bike lanes on the street with trail
access would make them much more useful
1 Response(s)
8.3 %
Response: I would love to see a path paralleling Canoe Brook (behind all of the stores
on Livingston Ave.) This would be so much safer and more user-friendly than having to
walk/run on Livingston Ave. with its many driveways and traffic. It would also be a
great connection between Northfield Center and the new Town Center. It would
encourage much more walking and exercising.
1 Response(s)
8.3 %
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Livingston Trails & Greenways Plan – Livingston residents are
invited to aid in the development of Trails & Greenways Plan to link
parks, neighborhoods, schools, historic areas and shopping areas
within local and regional trails.
The Livingston Open Space Committee & Livingston Environmental Commission are working
together with the aid of Morris Land Conservancy to develop a Trails & Greenways Plan for the
Township. The Plan will be used by the municipality to identify and design a trails and pathway
system to link neighborhoods to parks and to propose a network of interconnected "green spaces"
through a system of preserved greenways in the Township. The design and establishment of a
network of multi-use trails and pathways will connect residents, both within and outside of the
Township, to the rich array of preserved lands and parks in the Township and region. The
proposed trails will be accessible to hikers and, where appropriate, bicyclists, and will create
greenways that connect neighborhoods to schools, recreational areas and parks, shopping areas,
preserved natural areas, historic and cultural sites, and regional trail systems.
A public meeting was held October 30, 2006 to hear comments and needs of residents regarding
trails in Livingston and to discuss a municipal trails and greenways plan. At that meeting the
following ideas and goals were discussed.
Place a check in the box next to the 5 multi-use trail ideas that best interest you.
Multi-Use Trail Ideas
Trails that can accommodate snowshoeing and cross-country skiing.
Use the PSE&G north-south power line as part of the trail system.
The license for the Lenape Trail along the east-west power line expires next year.
Attention should be given to making sure this license is renewed.
A foot bridge should be constructed over the stream to connect the Northfield Court area
to the Collins School neighborhood.
Becker Park trails – are there ways to connect Livingston with Roseland and Nob Hill
into the park?
Connect the two sections of Martin Road or West Oakwood
Canoe/kayak launch at Okner Park.
Better signage on paths in parks – direction signs, location maps, mileage markers, points
of interest, nature interpretive signs.
Fix sidewalks along Livingston Avenue.
Paths through Vere Terrace.
Footbridge on Sherbrooke (due spring 2007).

Greenway along Canoe Brook.
Revisit dog ordinance for allowing leashed dogs access to trails.
Access from back of East Hills Park (off Grasmere Court).
Footbridge connecting Wardell Rd to Livingston Avenue.
West Orange received a grant to build a branch path off the Lenape Trail. A regional
map (with West Orange) could garner significant grant funds.
Look at Paper Streets.
Trail overpass – Livingston to East Hanover.
Mileage markers (with different routes & mileage marked out: a 2-mile route, a 4-mile
route, etc.)
Place a check in the box next to the 2 bicycling ideas that best interest you.
Bicycling Ideas:
There is a need for more shoulders on roadways for long-distance bicyclists.
Bike lanes and better shoulders along with a “share-the-road” campaign with better
signage should be a goal.
. Better opportunities for bike parking at commuter lots – bike racks, etc.
More bike racks at the library, pool, community center, Pathmark, shopping areas, town
center, etc.
Please list your ideas for pathways and trails to connect neighborhoods to schools, recreational
areas and parks, shopping areas, preserved natural areas, historic and cultural sites, and regional
trail systems.
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

Livingston Trails & Greenways Plan
Description:
Total Responses: 24
Report Time: 2/23/2007 4:01:58 AM
Report For: Page 1
Question: Multi-Use Trail Ideas - Place a check in the box next to the five multi-use trail
ideas that best interest you.
24 Total Response(s)
Response: Use the PSE&G north-south power line (from Rt. 10 - to Livingston Mall - by
Eisenhower Pkwy) as part of the trail system
5 Response(s)
20.8 %
Response: Build a footbridge connecting Wardell Road to Livingston Ave
1 Response(s) 4.2 %
Response: Fix sidewalks along Livingston Ave
9 Response(s)
37.5 %
Response: Becker Park trails - are there ways to connect Livingston with Roseland and
Nob Hill into the park?
10 Response(s)
41.7 %
Response: Create paths through woods at Vere Terrace
6 Response(s)
25 %
Response: Build a footbridge connecting the Northfield Court area to the Collins School
neighborhood
4 Response(s)
16.7 %
Response: Trail footbridge - Livingston to East Hanover
7 Response(s)
29.2 %
Response: Mileage markers (with different routes & mileage marked out: e.g., a 2-mile
route; a 4-mile route, etc.)
8 Response(s)
33.3 %
Response: Trails that can accommodate snowshoeing and cross-country skiing
8 Response(s)
33.3 %
Response: Better signage on paths in parks - direction signs, location maps, mileage
markers, points of interest, nature interpretive signs
16 Response(s)
66.7 %
Response: Create a trail along Canoe Brook from Rt. 10 to Northfield
11 Response(s)
45.8 %
Response: West Orange received a grant to build a branch off the Lenape Trail. A
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regional map (with West Orange) could garner significant grant funds.
4 Response(s)
16.7 %
Response: Create an access point into East Hills Park from the rear (off of Grasmere
Court)
3 Response(s)
12.5 %
Response: Allow leashed dogs access to more trails
4 Response(s)
16.7 %

Question: Bicycling Ideas - Place a check in the box next to the two bicycling ideas that
best interest you.
24 Total Response(s)
Response: Better opportunities for bike parking at commuter lots and bus stops - bike
racks, etc.
9 Response(s)
37.5 %
Response: More bike racks at the library, pool, community center, supermarkets,
shopping areas, Town Center, etc.
13 Response(s)
54.2 %
Response: There is a need for more shoulders on roadways for long-distance bicyclists.
8 Response(s)
33.3 %
Response: Create bike lanes and better shoulders and education of the public with a
"share-the-road" campaign with better signage
7 Response(s)
29.2 %

Question: Other Ideas
16 Total Response(s)
Response: Canoe/kayak launch at Okner Park
16 Response(s)

100 %

Question: Please list your ideas for pathways and trails to connect neighborhoods to
schools, recreational areas and parks, shopping areas, preserved natural areas, historic
and cultural sites, and regional trail systems.
7 Total Response(s)
Response: Create a bridge across Canoe Brook from W. Oakwood Ave to Maple Ave
Trails.
1 Response(s)
14.3 %
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Response: asdvasdvasdv
1 Response(s)
14.3 %
Response: I would like to be able to get around the entire town and into neighborhing
towns on foot or bike.
1 Response(s)
14.3 %
Response: 1) Pathways should be built for multi purposes that can accommodate biking.
They should be long and interconnect with stop points such as schools, recreational
facilities, library, or small rest areas. Rest areas should have water fountains, emergency
phone (or pay phone), benches, garbage cans, bike racks and if possible public restroom.
2) Against "share-the-road" biking in county roads or busy roadways for safety reason.
Even if we have a separate shoulder for biking, cars that run through our town usually go
very fast and we will see a nasty accidents if we go this way. We should consider other
right of ways 3) For the northern side of the town we should use PSE&G east-west power
line right of way near I-280 with walking/biking bridge that crosses Laurel Ave. to
Prospect Park on the east end. And walking/biking bridge that crosses Livingston Ave. to
Becker Park on the west end. This will also serve as “regional” pathway that connect to
our neighboring towns. The “regional” pathway status could get more funding. Also there
might be a way to cut through from the Becker Park to Northland Park to get more access
to our recreational facility. 4) On the east side of the town, we need to see if we can
connect Prospect Park to East Hills Park. 5) On the center of the town, we need to
connect East Hills Park along the brook through wooded area and cut to the back of the
town hall, cross Livingston Ave to the Library, to the back of high school, down a brook,
cross Northfield Ave down to Burnet Hills school. 6) On the southern west side of the
town, pave the pathway of existing trail near Newark Academy. See if we can connect to
any pathway in Florham Park to get a “regional” status. Extend from that pathway to go
around the reservoir either from west side or east side of the reservoir. Cross Post Lane
and Walnut St. and connect to PSE&G north-south right of way.
2 Response(s)
28.8 %
Response: Add TIMED "walk/don't walk" electronic signs at various points in the town.
These are the electronic signs which count down (10 -9- 8...Don't Cross") indicating the
time left before you can't walk. This would further enhance the safety of cross walks
along Rt 10 and Livingston Avenue.
1 Response(s)
14.3 %
Response: Install TIMED "walk/don't walk" signs at busy intersections along route 10
and livingston avenue.
1 Response(s)
14.3 %
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APPENDIX D – Accessible Trails

Accessible Trails: Questions and Answers
on proposed ADA trail guidelines

Source: www.americantrails.org/resources/accessible/ADASummFeb00

Hosted by AmericanTrails.org

Questions and Answers on proposed ADA trail guidelines
Americans with Disabilities Act trail guidelines report released
By Stuart Macdonald, Chair, National Association of State Trail Administrators
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires us to make trails accessible, but doesn't
specify how. New regulations being finalized will, however, affect all of us who plan and design
trails. The final report of the Regulatory Negotiation Committee on Accessibility Guidelines for
Outdoor Developed Areas includes soon to be proposed ADA Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG)
for trails, outdoor recreational access routes, beach access routes, and picnic and camping
facilities.
Currently the report is undergoing a regulatory assessment by the Access Board, an
independent federal agency responsible for developing minimum accessibility guidelines under
the ADA. Next will be a review by the federal Office of Management and Budget. Eventually
the proposed guidelines will be published in the Federal Register with an invitation for public
comment over a 90-day period.
The following questions and answers cover the highlights of the trail guidelines:
First, what exactly is a trail according to proposed ADA accessibility guidelines?
A trail is "a route that is designed, designated, or constructed for recreational pedestrian use
or provided as an pedestrian alternative to vehicular routes within a transportation system."
What kinds of trails are subject to the proposed ADA accessibility guidelines?
The accessibility guidelines apply to those trails which are designed and constructed for
pedestrian use. These guidelines are not applicable to trails primarily designed and
constructed for recreational use by equestrians, mountain bicyclists, snowmobile users, or offhighway vehicle users, even if pedestrians may occasionally use the same trails. However, a
multi-use trail specifically designed and designated for hiking and bicycling would be
considered a pedestrian trail.
Does that mean an urban bikeway is a "pedestrian trail"?
Accessibility guidelines apply to trails used as nonmotorized transportation facilities for
bicyclists and skaters as well as pedestrians. However, bicyclists and skaters have design
needs which exceed the minimum guidelines for trails. In some cases, the AASHTO Guide
(1999) may requires a greater level of accessibility than the ADA trail guidelines. The appendix
of the Access Board report compares the AASHTO guide with the ADA trail guidelines.

Will we have to bring existing trails up to ADA standards?
The proposed guidelines apply only to areas of newly designed or newly constructed and
altered portions of existing trails. However, for entities covered by title II of the ADA,
"program accessibility," may require accessibility to be provided on existing trails. "Program
accessibility" generally means that the major elements in a recreation program need to be
accessible. Clearly, though, trails involve an "experience" that is more complex than typical
park facilities.
Must we improve accessibility when trail maintenance is done?
The proposed guidelines state that "Routine or periodic maintenance or repair of existing trails
or trail segments does not trigger the accessibility guidelines." Examples include removal of
debris, reshaping the trail bed, erosion control, etc.
Does an accessible trail have to be paved? What about handrails and other edge
protection?
Paving is not required, as long as the surface is "firm and stable." While handrails and edge
protection are not required, they may be provided and should meet appropriate standards.
What about new trails that are nowhere near a road or an accessible trailhead?
The proposed guidelines apply only to trails that "connect to an accessible trail" or "designated
trailhead."
So what is an accessible trail?

−
−
−
−
−

−
−
−

Under the proposed guidelines, an accessible trail would meet these minimum technical
provisions:
Clear tread width: 36" minimum
Tread Obstacles: 2" high maximum (up to 3" high where running and cross slopes are 5%
or less)
Cross Slope: 5% max.
Running slope (trail grade) meets one or more of the following:
− 5% or less for any distance.
− up to 8.33% for 200' max. Resting intervals no more than 200' apart.
− up to 10% for 30' max. Resting intervals 30'.
− up to 12.5% for 10' max. Resting intervals 10'.
No more than 30% of the total trail length may exceed a running slope of 8.33%.
Passing Space: provided at least every 1000' where trail width is less than 60"
Signs: shall be provided indicating the length of the accessible trail segment.

What if building a trail to an accessible standard just isn't logical, or desirable, or
even possible?
While the proposed accessibility guidelines address the special circumstances where designers
and operators may not be able to achieve accessibility, they are encouraged to always provide
access to the greatest extent possible. Departures from specific accessibility guidelines are
permitted for any portion of the trail where compliance would:
1.

cause substantial harm to cultural, historic, religious, or significant natural features or
characteristics;

2.
3.
4.

substantially alter the nature of the setting or the purpose;
require construction methods or materials that are prohibited by Federal, State, or local
regulations or statutes;
not be feasible due to terrain or the prevailing construction practices.

For detailed information on accessible trails, the new ADA regulations, and how they apply to
specific situations, see the American Trails website: www.AmericanTrails.org. Click on the
"Resources & Library" icon, then click on "Accessible Trails." The final report of the Regulatory
Negotiation Committee on Accessibility Guidelines for Outdoor Developed Areas proposes ADA
Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) for trails, outdoor recreational access routes, beach access
routes, and picnic and camping facilities is available at: www.access-board.gov/PUBS/outdoorrec-rpt.htm.
The AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities is the primary guidebook for
facilities built with transportation funds. The Guide (available for $30 from AASHTO at 202624-5800, 800-231-3475, or www.aashto.org/bookstore/a_bs.html) generally provides a
greater level of accessibility than the ADA trail guidelines (except running slope).

