Sewer Smart Series: #1

Did You Know?

Check out...

reminds you to

this helpful diagram:

You may be unintentionally causing
a sewer backup at your neighbor’s
house.
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Flushing or pouring items that don’t belong
in the sewer system can cause a backup
in your own home and in other homes.
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For sewage line backups call:
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Did you know?

Installing a “backflow preventer’ can
help prevent wastewater from entering
your home. The valve stays open as

All other hours

Call Livingston Police Department:
973-992-3000 press 4

Drain & Toilet

Township of ~ Livingston

DOs & DON’Ts to:

Sewer Utility

I Save money
I Avoid inconvenience
I Prevent the

81 Naylon Avenue
Livingston, NJ 07039
Joe Greco, Plant Superintendent
jgreco@livingstonnj.org
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Be Sewer Smart!
Sewer Smar DOs & DON’Ts

DO:

~f

Put liquid fats, oils & grease (FOG) into a jar
or container with a lid and then dispose of that
container in the trash on trash collection day.

c/ Wipe greasy pots and pans with a paper

towel prior to washing, then throw that in the
trash.

Find out more at www.livingstonnj.org

DON’T:
X
X
X

to the sewer system.
Did you know?

Those “personal hygienic wipes” aren’t
actually biodegradable!
They may (or may not) make it through your
pipes, but they’re fast becoming one of the
biggest causes of sewer backups...

Use a strainer over the drain in your sink,
tub, and shower & empty it into the garbage.

I’ Try composting your food scraps with lawn
clippings & garden rubbish; then, use the
compost to fertilize your garden.
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Know that being Sewer Smart can save you
from the disaster of a sewer backup.

Did you know?

Residents make the biggest difference
when it comes to reducing sewer backups
and spills by adhering toSewerSmarttips.

Place jewelry or valuables on the edge of the
basin or sink. If they fall in, they’re gone.

X Connect clean water drains or sump pumps

Remember that items like diapers,
personal wipes & other personal hygiene
items or products do not belong in the sewer
system. “Flushable” is not biodegradable.

Follow the manufacturer’s instructions on
the amount of detergent you use for washing in
the kitchen or laundry.

The average household uses 3X more
dish & laundry detergent than needed.
Think of the money you’ll save by
following the manufacturers’ guidelines!

grounds or eggshells down the sink.

dispose of any items other than toilet paper.
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Put fats, oils or grease down the drain.

X Discard food scraps, tea leaves, coffee

cyf Keep a wastebasket in the bathroom to

c/

Flush anything other than toilet paper.

Did you know?

...around the globe.

X

Flush cigarette butts, toilet deodorant
dispensers, pharmaceutical products, nail
polish remover, or other non-biodegradable
products down the toilet.
X Dump paint, engine oil, pesticides or chem~
cals down the sink. They corrode the sewer &
complicate treatment.
X Use more laundry or dish detergent than
recommended. Too much holds large amounts
of fats, oils, & grease; it makes cleaning & treat
ing the wastewater difficult & more costly.

X

Plant trees or bushes on or near the sewer
line on your property. Roots can get into the
sewer line & cause damage.

Smart Tips:
Check your policy:
Make sure your homeowner’s insurance covers
you for backups. If you’re not covered, call your
agent for information. Even if you’ve already had
a backup, you should still be able to get future
coverage. You may just need a rider for water
damage or a sump pump failure.
If you have a backup:
Save all receipts related to any repair, cleaning
or damage. Take a lot of pictures, with descriptions
of where the damage occurred. This information
will be useful when working with your insurance
company.

Smart Bunnies
flush only toilet tissue
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All v.’ipes and other products
will clog the pipes!
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